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LETTER FROM THE EDITOR 
Some correspondence to F.F. may have been destroyed by a former 
Hart l e pool postman . George J ackson (after t he bl ack activist of Bob 
Dylan's song ·kil l ed in prison and " Brookside ' s" criminal , the name 
seems fat e d >  resigned in Fe nruary and an invoice for a stolen sex aid 
was found in a top pocket of his o l d  uniform. The vibrator l e d  to t he 
exposure of a l most t wo months of criminal activities, basica l l y 
interfering with Seaton carew mail . So the odd l y-shaped parce l and his 
inabil ity to wrap it back properl y earned him 200 hours' community 
service in J u l y. Certain l y  a l so a sack of unopened l e t ters for Seaton 
were dumped in an incinerator on his l ast day as he did not want to 
de l iver them. 

COVER STORY 

Thought chastity be l t s  no l onger existed? No way! On the cover we have 

mode l Victoria White sporting t he Britsafe l ock-off safety c l asp and 

accompanying medieval c hastity be l t .  Use of t he c l asp woul d  prevent 83% 

of deat hs arisingfrom maint enance of industrial machinery . You see ,  F.F. 

is not into gratuitous sexism -- we support safety in factorie s .  A l so 

the picture i l l ustrates a few it ems. 

B l acksmith John Girvan makes and se l l s chastity be l t s  with pad l ock and 

key for t20 each in Devizes ,  Wil ts <Sun , 7/9/87 > .  

The a 22-year- o l d  Peruvian woman died of an infection caused by a 

rusty pad l ock on t h e  c hastity be l t  her jea l ous husband forced her t o  

wear whi l e  he was away o n  business trips . po l ic e  in Lima said. Rosa 

Esquen died t hree days previous l y ,  t hey said , from se pticemic poisoning 

after t he rusty l ock o n  t he tigth l eat her c hastity be l t  dug into her 

f l esh and caused a fatal infection whe n  her husband Dionicio was de l ayed 

on his l ast trip -- or so Reut er report ed (27/6/87 > .  

However , what6s sauce for t he gander . . . if you be l ieve it , a red­

face d  unnamed 36-year-o l d  man awoke after a drunken night in Chaddesde n ,  

Derbys., t o  find his pal s  had put a padl ock around his manhood . Fire 

brigade officers who used bo l t  cutters to free him said he was " j umpy" 

during t he operation <Star , 14/9/87 ) .  

There was a l so a gris l y  report o f  a jeal ous doctor who sewe d  u p  his 

unfaithful wife's vagina as she l ay unconscious on an operating tabl e .  

I t  sound as if cou l d  be true , but t he curious are directed t o  <The 

Peop l e ,  25/10/87). 

OPERA HOOLIGANS. In a letter toThe Guardian ( 6/8/8 7 )  it was claimed 
that during a performance of "Orphe & Euridice" at Glyndebourne the year 
previously a group of tipsy opera hooligans broke into a chant of "Here 
we go, here we go, here we go" as Orpheus set off for the Underworld. 

DIRTY DOGS. Jan Harold Brunvand popularized the fame of the Welsh 
village of Beddgelert in "The Choking Doberman." Its legendary hound, 
you may recall, was killed by his master Prince Llewellyn in the 
mistaken assumption that his bloodied dog had killed his child. In fact, 
the greyhound had saved it from a wolf. According, dubiously I feel, to 
the Daily Telegraph's Peterborough of 19/8/87 a "wild west sho�· arrived 
at the village and insensitively erected a large sign on the parish 
boundary renaming the community "Dead Dog City." 

PILOT VHALE TUMOUR STORIES? Paul Smith popularized the humorist airline 
pilot's downfall in "The Book of Nastier Legends." The D. T.'s 
Peterborough, again, records a reader's alarm at the Irish co-pilot on 
an Air Europe flight welcoming him aboard "on behalf of Captain 
Jetbasher and his crew." The columnist was assured by another Smith, 
Peter, of parent company International Leisure Group that ... "There's 
nothing to worry about. He's an Iranian called N'Jetbasha and he really 
is a most experienced pilot." < 1 7/3/87 ) .  Peterborough again on the case 
of a British Airways shuttle from Belfast <Irish connection again> to 
London where the plane taxied along the runway the captain welcomed them 
to Moscow, adding "only joking" to his panic-stricken audience, "It's 
Heathrow really." ( 2 /8 /87 > .  

ROTHERHAX TRIANGLE. The national pollen count service is run from 
Rotherham, S. Yorks., by Bob Crosby, who has fallen victim to ... hay 
fever <Sun, 4 /7 /87 ) .  Contamination rumours spread around Wales 
Comprehensive School, Thurcroft, S. Yorks. ,that Bryn Blockley hadplanted 
dozens of maggots in the school's beans, but the lad had only smuggled 
one from a biology lesson and left it wriggling near the hot-plates in 
the dining-room before lunch <Sun, 23/5/87>. 

FUNERARY RITES. An exhausted budgie fell on the deck of H.M.S. 
Ariadne as the frigate exercised off Cornwall, and when it died, Joey 
was put in a tiny mahogany coffin and slipped overboard <Sun, 23/7/87 ) .  
More bizarre yet modern was tragic parents Patrick and Susan Bradshaw 
cementing a lager bottle into their garden as a memorial to son Michael 
( 1 9J , who hanged himself. Mr Bradshaw, of Abbey Wood, S. London, said 

jobless Michael loved lager and "it seemed fitting" <Sun, 27/7 /8 7 >. 

YUCCA. Remember in F . F .  1 we rounded up the deadly spiders under the 
roots of an imported potted yucca plant story. A Steve Owens heard 
squeaks from his plant and the garden shop in Fareham, Hants., said: 
"Evacuate the house!" Or presumably not the shop but a spokesman ,  but 1t 
was a condensed two paragraph piece in the News of the World of 
18/10/87. It added: "Then he spotted a nest of deadly tarantulas. 
Experts warned other yucca fans to watch out." A l l  very dubious!! 

ALIEN BIG CATS Almost all quiet on the A.B.C. front, but The Sun 
( 5/10/87 > had a beast seen on the roof of a Taunton, Somerset, town 

centre pub. Landlady Eunice Warrington said: " It was a lynx. I was so 
scared I called the police. That's a fair way from Exmoor and I wonder 
how many landladies have her ability to recognize the differences 
between exotic felines. As for the elusive giant cat of County Durham, 
it reappeared after six months. Two men chased the brown beast with 
white-tipped tale near Sedgefield <Evening Gazette, Middlesbrough, 
16/6/87 > .  
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I T ' S A GAS.  "Psst , hey J i mmy , woul d you l ike f ree gas f o r l if e .7" Farmers 
w i t h  a gas mai n go i ng across t h e ir l and in t he east of Scot l and have 
bee n  so approac h e d  by one o f  the gangers.  According to t he story t he 
f ar me r  f al l s  for t h i s  l ine , par t s  wit h se veral hundred pounds for his 
private p i pe l ine o f f  t he ma i n  and se t t l e s back to e nj oy his il l -got t e n  
g a s  . . •  which r un s  o u t  i n  a f e w  days bec ause i t  i s  coming f rom a buried 
Calor gas cy l in de r. Th i s  st ory has bee n  going t he rounds in gossip and 
t he media t his autumn and I f ound it chal l enged in The J ournal , 
Hewcast l e- upon-Tyne (9/1 1 /8 7 ) . Vri t e r  Fordyce Maxwe l l  al so l inked it 
wi t h  the C i rc l e  Rose mil k cul t ur e s  for cosme t ic s  seam where 2,0 0 0  pe o p l e  
- ma i n l yf ar me r s  uncharac t e r i st i c al l y  gul l ib l e  here - h a d  invest e d  a 
mi n i mum of t300 ,  many much more . 

R I KK I - T I KK I -TAV I .  I n  F . F .  3 Mike Goss l ooked c r i tical l y  at snif f e r  
dog st orie s .  Ye l l  al ready dogs are o l d  hat . Drugs squad chic n o w  me ans 
t he y  use sn i f f e r  mongooses in t he U . S . The y can reach par t s  dogs c an ' t 
and t hose pe opl e who obj ect on re l igi ous grounds to having the i r  
personal be l ong i ngs inspe c t e d  b y  a dog ,  apparen t l y  don't see m  t o  mind a 
mongoose <The I nde pende n t , 1 5 /9 /8 7>. 

I T ' S J UST NOT TENN I S .  Came ras at Wi mbl e don caught out a boss beit h 
unfait h f ul as you'l l recal l f rom page 20 of F. F .  1 .  The story was so 
good i t  was resurrect e d  by Today < 1 9/6/87) as a me mory of t he previous 
year whe n one washed-out day had as t he o n l y  action for TV came ras a 
coup l e  necking under a Courvoi sier umbre l l a. Nice e xposure f or t he 
drinks company , but t he coup l e ,  a businessman and his sec r e t ary, had 
among t he viewer s  his wif e at home . 

PLAY I NG T HE GOAT . Be t we e n  t r ai ns I cal l e d  i n  The Quee n ' s Hote l ,  
Re t f ord, Not t s. , and ove r h e ard patrons discussing a newspaper st ory 
about goat s in Che ddar Gorge ge t t ing vert igo and having to be resc ue d  by 
two c l i mbe r s  < v arious 7/7/87>. The n one cust o me r  recal l e d  t he we l l -known 
t a l e  of f ir e me n  having resc ue d  an o l d  l ady's c at from a tree and having 
had a cup of t e a  dr i v i ng o f f  and running over t he mogg i e .  "Oh ye s, I 
re me mbe r t h at , " another nodde d sage l y .  So shoul d we al so t re at 
sceptical l y  t he goat t al e  < The I nde pe nde n t  disc usssed t he me rit s of 
de me r it s  o f  goat s c l imbing t r e e s>.  And t al ki ng of vertigo, t he Star the 
next day (8/7/87> pic t ur e d  a t o p l e ss Carol Needham, who " hol idays in 
Kenya, di sl ikes he i gh t s  as t h e y  make her queasy and once fancie d be ing a 
repor t e r .  Vhat an Af ro- di z z y- hack!" Ouch!! 

COP TH I S .  Dur i ng t he humo ur-st arved Gene r al E l ection campaig n ,  
l oudspeake rs produced t wo t a l e s  wor t h  me n t ion . I n  Paisl e y ,  l ocal po l ice 
asked if  t h e  message coming f rom t he Labour l oudspeakers coul d be 
change d .  One or t wo sensitive soul s had mi sunde rstood t he sl ogan: " Vo t e  
Buchan Labour" de l ivered in a G l aswegian acce nt . I n  Hendon Sout h ,  whe re 
Loui se Chr i st i an ( •the pol ice are t he sal mone l l a  in the sandw i ch" ) was 
standing , a comp l ai nt was ma de about a Labour van exhort ing pe o p l e  t o  
• V o t e  C h r i stian" i n  Go l de r s  G r e e n  < Dog berry c o l umn, Pal ice ,  J ul y ,  1 98 7 ) . 

THE SECRET ROOM. The Mai l ,  H ar t l e pool < 3 0 /4 /8 7 )  c arrie d  a l e t t e r  
c l ai mi ng a n  e l ec t r i cian g o t  l ost i n  Porton Down warf are t e st ing st ation 
and ope n e d  a door. " At f ir st I t hought I was i l l .  I thought I was see ing 
t h i ngs, andt hen I wen t  a l i t t l e  nearer and l oo ke d , " he sai d. " I t was a 
l i t t l e  monkey e nc l o se d  i n  a g l ass case - a sort of box . I t s e y e s  see me d  
t o  be f al l ing out and i t  coul dn ' t breat he . I t  was i n  dreadf ul , dre adful 
di st ress. I forgot e v e r yt h i ng and wen t  n e ar and said somthing to i t ,  and 
i t  bur i e d  i t s  h e ad in i t s  arm and sob be d  l i ke a c h i l d. " The write r  t he n  
urged r e ade rs i nt o  ant i - v i vise c t ion act i on .  M y  re p l y  e l i cit e d  c rank 
mail , but a n e i ghbour reve al e d  to me he had bee n  an instruc t or at Port on 
Down an d said nothing so c r ue l  as described happe ned there , t hough 
e xpe r i me n t s  di d t ake p l ace o n  anima l s  - and h uma n  vo l unt ee rs. <See al so 
F. F. 4 l e t t e r  by Pe t e r  Rog e r so n ,  page 2>. 
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Here's a nice l it t l e  newspaper report about a b l e ary- e y e d  t oad rescued 
from inside a b l oc k  of coal by a chance b l ow from a miner's shove l .  
Nothing t o  get e xcit e d  about , real l y ;  you doubt l e ss real ize that t here 
are hundreds of similar entombe d toad accounts and if you don't 
we l l ,  if you don ' t ,  Bob Ski nner has bee n  wast i ng h i s  time . 

And here ' s another < not quite so n i c e ) about a g i r l  who vomit t e d  up a 
smal l snake . < < Edi tor: see our THE H I SS I NG OF SUMMER LAVNS round-up i n  
this issue >>. She ' d f al l e n  asl e e p  o n  t he bank o f  a river somewhere or 
othe r - had a bad hab i t  of sl ee ping w i t h  her mouth ope n ,  t his gir l -
snake crawl e d  into her mout h ,  down her t hroat - she f e l t  nauseous '"d � af t e rwards <not surprising l y ,  eh?> - someone got her to drink a sal i ne 

Q) so l ution to se t t l e  her st omach and VHOOMPH ! - up and out came t he 
hQserpe nt . There ' s no shortage of THAT ki nd of st ory , e i t he r .  
Q) � But . . .  are these REPORTS or STORI ES? The n e wspapers' t ac i t  insistence 
�that they are bona f i de records of actual events is not a safe gui de 
� because t he y  are quite capab l e  of pr i nt i ng a piece of f iction i� t he 

� guise of fact - j ust as an oral narrator wi l l  corroborate that a � thoroughgoing urban l egend was t he actual expe r i e nce of a f r iend of a 
�friend who never e xisted.  The di f ference i sn ' t j ust acade mi c .  Eit her � these reports are al l tel l ing us that hig h l y  un l ike l y  sounding t h ings � real l y  and trul y happen in t his universe of ours desp i t e  the di ct at s  of 
� Science on what is or isn ' t possib l e - in wh i c h  case they are the � province of For t e ans; OR t he y  show that untrue st orie s  disguised as true 
() ones recur timel e ss l y  and perhaps pe rve rse l y  t h anks to our insat i ab l e  () l ove of t he bizarre , the extraor dinary , the caut ionary . . .  i n  which case � they be l ong to al l of us, but e special l y  to t he fo l k l orists. 
0 

Questions l ike these sur f aced during a discussion-se ssion at t h i s  year's 
Perspec t ive s on Conte mporary Legend Semi nar arranged by She f f i e l d  
Universit y ' s Ce ntre f or Engl ish Cul t ural Tradi t i on and Language : the 
f if t h  of what has become an annual and inte rnational e v e nt with 
irresist ib le ch arms f or t hose who want to know what urban be l i e f  t al e s, 
rumour l e ge nds or whal e tumourstor i e s  have bee n  get t i ng up t o .  Ove r  the 
period J ul y  2 0 -2 4  more than a score of l egend- f anciers from vary i ng 
parts of t he wor l d - Bri tai n ,  Europe , t he U . S . A .  and beyond- had a 
chance to contribute to t he procee di ngs. And t his y e ar ,  at spec i al 
recommendation of the se mi nar ' s arranger Dr Paul Smith - he of the Nasty 
Legends and Photocopier Lore books - Fort e ans were i nvit e d  to air t he i r  
views and to ask why f o l kl ori st s  don't spend a l it t l e  t ime o n  pondering 
the possibility t hat what t he y  treat as storie s  c oul d have more t han a 
mere sembl ance to actual events. Anoma l ous, maybe . . .  but actual 
nonethe l e ss. 

This re port of t he seminar is biasse d, sad t o  say , since the wr i te r  � coul d o n l y  at tend f o r  one day out of f ive - t h e  day on which the 
() Fol kl ore/Fortean session was he l d, needl e ss t o  add. Pr i or and subsequent 

t o  that discussion , t he perspectives had come t hick and fast . They 
ranged f rom t he oret i c al issue s l i ke Drs Gil l ian Be nnett and Paul Smit h ' s 
paper on the chronol ogy of con t e mporary l egend r e se arc h or J on 
Erickso n ' s " St ructural Propert i e s  of the Urban Legend as Ge nre Type• t o  
geographical /cul t ural deve l opmen t s  and examp l es < Ma r ion Bowman on a 

" mal l e ab l e  migrat i on l egend" from t he Greek isl an d  of Kast e l l oriz o  
He i ke St arke o n  " The Modern Legend i n  G e rmany" and Abde l maj i d  Zegg�f f 's 
remarks on a Moroccan hero- l ege nd). The ever-popul ar Vanish i ng Hitch­
h i ke r  reared his o r  her head yet again cour t e sy o f  Mark G l az e r ,  who 
l ooke d  at the e f fect of the i nf ormal set t i ng in which the story is 
usual l y  t o l d; al so from t he U . S .  came Vil l iam Fox ' s "Roommat e ' s Suic i de "  
< a  cont e mporary col l ege l egend re l at e d  t o  t he A me r i can grades sytem> and 
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Eleanor Wachs' report of a gory Boston rumour about female snappers 
mugged and mut i la t ed i n  dressi ng- rooms of suburban malls. There were 
urban man i a cs - hav i ng t h e  Hali fax Slasher gat ecrash a semi nar held i n  
the Hali fax Hall of Resi dence was only f a i r ,  a f t er all; there wer

.
e 

papers on A I DS <Paul Smit h>, di et lore < Angeli ka Schmetze) and ot hers 
wh i ch showed how legends r ef lect aspects of ci t y  li f e  < Dan Barnes>. 

At t h i s  po i nt I'm goi ng to abandon the f ut i le ef f ort to summar i se a ll 
t hat went on at Shef f i eld that week; you wi ll be a ble to readof i t  i n  
much more deta i l  when t he papers are gat h ered i nt o  t h e  1 987 volume of 
• Perspect i ves on Contemporary Legend. " < < Keep a n  eye on F . F .  f o r  news of 
when it comes ava i lable. You can already get the f i rst and second 
volumes f rom the 1 982 and 1983/4 semi nars at t8 and t8-95 respect i vely 
by wr i t i ng to t he Publi cat i ons Secretary , Centre for Engli sh Cult ural 
Tradi t i on & Language, The Uni versi t y ,  Shef f i eld, S l O  2TN>. 

The Folklore/Fortean d i scussi on < f ormally a nt i  t led " Contemporary Legend: 
An Alternat i ve V i ew of t he Beli ef /Truth Debate" cha i r ed by Paul Smith> 
t ook i t s lead f rom a letter sent t o  Dr Smith by Bob Ri ckard quer y i ng 
whether i t  was a dv i sable for folk lo r i st s  to di srega rd t he aut hent i cit y 
of mult i ple anomali es accounts - ra i ns of f i sh ,  for example - a n d  t o  
t r eat t h em a s  "j ust stor i es . • • Even a casual perusal of ' Fort ea n  T i me s '  
o r  'Folklore Front i er s' w i ll reveal events whi ch would b e  t a ken f o r  
foa f-tales were i t  n o t  f o r  name ,  place and source i dent i f icat ion , "  wrote 
Bob ,  concludi ng wi t h  "a plea for care in di smissi ng many of t he stories 
a s  ha v i ng any or i g i n  a s  fact ual event s, si mply beca use t hey are 
preposterous. " The eas i est way t o  sum up t he general mood of wha t 
f ollowed i s  t hat several of the f o lklorists con t r i but i ng to t h e  deba t e  
poli t ely decli ned t o  pursue t h e  h i nt s  t hat Bob threw out . I n  other 
words, i t  doesn't seem li kely t ha t  folklor i st s  w i ll start probing t h e  
background of accounts- cum-st or i es for si gns of reality or what ever 
quali f i es for t hat t er m  i n  the For t ean sense. 

One problem i s  t hat what passes for reali t y- f i x i ng details in a popular 
newspaper account - t h e  names, places and so forth - may be specious: 
narrat i ve devi ces whi ch g i ve a sense of addi t i onal credibility to what 
i s  essent i a lly a f olk- f a br i ca t ed yar n .  The only way to test that li ke­
li hood out , t houg h ,  i s  to undertake st r enuous background resear ch: chase 
up t h e  names, v i si t  t h e  places and i n  general treat the t h i ng as if i t  
X I GHT b e  real before r ea ch i ng your f i nal deci s i o n .  Y et in a not her a nd 
numeri cally large class of case- mat er i al, t h i s  i sn't at all possible: by 
t hei r rumouri sed nat ur e  t he stori es/accoun t s  are not ca pable of pro v i ng 
OR di sprov i ng i n  t h e  accepted fashion . " I  don ' t believe that t h e  heads 
of Procter and Gamble ARE Satan i st s , • r emarked Prof essor Gary Alan Fi ne 
< < Edi tor: see our "Sympathy for the Dev i l?" art i cle in this i ssue>>, who 
had presented a li v ely and somewhat alarming paper on rumours of large 
mult i na t i onals secre,tly run by extreme poli t i ca l  or relig1 ous groups 
earlier in the day .  "But I can't PROVE t hat t h ey aren ' t . • That i s ,  a 
rumour-legend unlikely but not act ually di sproven i s  credible i f  you are 
prepared to take it t hat way . ,, or not . 

t he key word seems to be Plausi bi li t y  - or , i f  you prefer , i ts ant onym, 
I MPlaus i bi li t y .  Any anomaly or urban legend w i ll contain some k i nd of 
corroborat i ve segment, the j ust i f i cat i on for i t s  readers or li st eners to 
accept it a s  genui n e; but in bot h i nstances t h i s  o f t en resolves i nt o  a 
si t ua t i on t ha t  we have to accept i t  at f a ce value solely upon t he 
source's assurance t ha t  t h e  corrobora ti on IS vali d or t hat i t  ex i st s .  
Wi t hout or even w i t h i t ,  w e  are f r equently l e f t  wi t h  a choi ce of g ut ­
r esponses: ei ther w e  be li eve t h e  narr a t iv e  I S  plausi ble o r  w e  don ' t ,  and 
na t urally t ha t  comes down to pr i or t ra i n i n g ,  t emperament or a dozen 
other personal f a ct o r s .  

Th i s  i s  where Folklor i st s  a n d  For t eans t end t o  p a r t  compa ny ; t h ey 
respond i n  diamet r i cally-opposed direct i ons to the same kind of source 
mat er i al. Faced by an a nomalous, unli kely-soundi ng story , one w i ll be 
prepared t o  grant i t  MAY be true ( because Fort ha s done such a good j ob 

of conv i nci ng us that st range t h i ngs go on everywhere and all t h e  t i me )  
wh i le t h e  other vot es t ha t  i t  i s  UNL I KELY t o  b e  t r ue (on the grounds 
that urban legends are by def i n i t i on NOT t rue>. You can a ccept an 
entombed toa d  report as i mprobable on a ll rati onal-scient i f i c  levels, 
yet hold that it is plausible i n  sp i t e  of all that Sci ence has to say o f  
i ts f unda me ntal i mpossi b i l i t y  - tak i ng comfort perhaps i n  t he plethora 
of simi lar accounts on the same theme :t ha t  makes you a Fort ea n .  
Alterna t i vely , y o u  can treat i t  a n d  i ts i lk asan i mplausible st ory 
implaus i bly told - a type o f  na rrat i ve wi t h i n t he mould of f i ct i on­
masquera di ng-as-fact: that makes you a f o lklor i st .  

I deally - f i ne word! - t h ere ought t o  b e  some common ground between t h e  
t w o  poles, but i t  w a s  ev i dent t hat i t  would take mo r e  t han a 45- minute 
semi nar to lay down t he rules for explori ng t hat unknown terr i t o r y .  The 
i n f erence was t hat folklor i st s  a s  a whole wi ll not be expendi ng much 
t i me check i ng up on st ori es' creden t i a ls i f  t hey've already sat i sf i ed 
themselves f rom pr i or exper i ence that t he story i n  quest i on i s  ... 
exactly t hat . There ' s no po i nt i n  going i nt o  that ti me - consuming process 
if you ha ve pre-decided wha t the outcome wi ll be. 

On their si de, Fort eans stand a ccused of too much na i vet y  - credul i t y  -
concer n i ng legendlike reports or even a wi lful pretence t hat the 
accounts ARE va li d when common sense, sci ent i f i c  concensus AND f o lk lore 
ins i sts t hey aren't and cannot be. I t 's down t o  evi dence yet aga i n ,  but 
where i s  the wi sdom i n  talk i ng about i t  when t h ere exi st s  no agreement 
as to what const i t ut es va li d ev i dence in the f i rst place? 

Xaybe there is some t rut h i n  these over-generali zat i on s .  there are 
folklor i st s  who grow conf used and nervous at t h e  thought t hat thei r 
mat er i a l  may be harbouring i ncredible yet li t erally-true occurrences a t  
it s core. There a r e  For t eans _ not many of t hem, I beli eve - who place 
too much reli ance on li t eral i nt erpretat i ons of folkt ype narra t i v es. 
Both accuse the other of bei ng i nsuf f i ci en t ly versed in t h e  li t eratur e  

of thei r common subj ect . 

Example: anomali st 6  have been heard to compla i n  t hat academi c 
folklor i st s  di splay a t er r i ble unf a mi li ar i li t y  w i t h  standard For t ea n  
t exts _ Fort ' s books, f o r  a n  obv i ous opener , and "Fortean T i me s" as a 
seconder . < < Edi tor: And perhaps as a crossover j ournal "Folklore 
Front i ers" )), From what I sa w and heard t ha t  a f t ernoon i n  Shef f i eld, I 'd 
say this mi ght well be true i n  many cases. But t h e  academi c f o lklor i st s  
reply t hat anomalists show an equally lamentable unfami liari lty w i t h  
standard modern legend sources; hav i ng read all t hr ee of Prof . 
Brunvand's books a n d  Rodney Dale's "Tumour i n  t h e  Whale" i s  no 
replacement for t h e  more soli d k i nd of li t erary hab i t s  t ha t  f o lklor i st s  
p i ck up nat urally , but For t eans less of t en .  From what I know o f  
For teans, I mi ght agree t hat t h i s t o o  i s  correct i n  many cases. I f  we're 
anxi ous to start looki ng f or that mi ddle ground of whose fabled 
existence I j ust spoke, maybe we' d a ll bett er reconci le ourselves to a 
lot more and a lot wi der readi n g .  

.• TURN I NG TURTLE. F i sherman Roy Peacock hooked a s i x - i nch terra p i n i n  a 
canal and was loo k i ng a f t er i t  i n  a s i nk at t he Yorkso p ,  Notts. , f i re 
st at i on where he worked. " Th e  owner may have set i t  f ree because i t  grew 
too b i g  for li f e  in a small aqua r i um• < D .  Mi rror , 2/5/87>.  So far so 
good, but only t wo days later the Star < 415/87> had a t erra p i n  story t o  

. cap thei r r i val. J i mmy O'Leary's dr i nk i ng pals drew t hei r o w n  conclusi on 
when he di ved i nto t h e  Thames to seemi ngly rescue a meat pie. But the 
I rishman swam back to t h e  East Hnd r i versi de pub . . •  clutchi ng a g i ant 
North Amer i can terra p i n .  J i mmy < 5 4>, of thge I s le of Dogs,  sa i d: "They 

.
said it was a meat p i e but I def i ni t ely saw i t  swi m . • Oh , yeah? 
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URBAN FOLHLORI Of THI 
"LONDON UNDI GROUND 

By Nigel Pennick 
It would be strange if a major installation of some antiquity 

used by millions of people every day did not have many 
misconceptions about it, and its own lore, This article is an 
attempt to bring together some of tha t lore, and to put it in 
perspective, M•::.st •::>f this lo1·e has been l'eceived di1·ectly by 
the author from various Cockney sources, Obviously, it must be 
incomplete Cas indeed is all knowledge), and I hope that 
further examples can be added by readers, 
Tunnels hav.e e�<isted under Lond•::�n f•::.l' tl·ansp•:•l'tati•:tli puq: .. :•ses 
since the French engineer Sir Marc Brunel engineered the 
Thames Tunnel between Rotherhithe and Wapping (1825-1843), and 
the fi1·st t1·ue under•;:}I'QUnd l'ailway was the r.·,ain line fl'•:•r.-, 
L•::>n•:::c•n t•::> Bil'rtlin•;Jham C•n its appl'•:>aches t•:• Euston. The fi1·st. 
Lo::.nd•:•n t.unnels we1·e built by mine1·s and canal navvies ..... 1-,•:•s.;, 
t1·a·je had been lea1·nt f t't.:)r,·, mi net·s, al•:tli•;J wit:-, the;.;· 
'superstiti.;:.ns' and lore, Deep tube tunne:ling was at its 
hei·;Jht between n:;::;6 and 1 '306, with fut·thet' but·st·:; .:;ut•in•::J li-.e 
'20s, ':30s, '40s, 'E.Os and '70s (1,2), In .:,.j.jiti•:•n t•:• tu�n.:�s 
f Ol' tt•ai ns and the i I' as:;•:•c ia t.ed passen•;;et·s, •:•vet· the ye:.t·s, 
t.unnelle1·s built. ait•-p•:•�,o,•et·ed l'aib.•ays f•:•l' mai�, I'•:•?•: t •-•nne �s 
un.:;.:l' ti-,e I' i vet• T :-.ar.-.es, cable 'duets' i Ol' t.·.= � ec•:•ro-.rt"oun i c a 't.l•:•n:;, 
a tram s ub way, wartime shelters and bunkers for civil servants 
and the military C3,4), 
Urban legends about tube lines may be divided into th.;:.se 
concerning c.;:.nst.ruct.i.;:.n; those concerning operation ; and t��se 
concerning other incidents, There is one curious 'coincidence' 
t.o begin with: the 'circle and bar' motif used since the eariv 
p�.1·t of the century to dent::'tte the IJnde l'gt·•:•unD (wt·it.ten witi�o 
upper case tet•minal '0'), and s•.Jbsequently .:;<tended to the 
t•est •::Jf L•::Jndon Tt•ansp•:•rt, is •:•ne •:•ld alcherrlic.:.l syr.-.i: .. :>l f•:•l' 

C'=-11st.rt.tct.ic,J1: Tt-re\'e is Cd1 dl' c:-n:· +...ypal f·jlk-tal�? t.•Jld o·i Vdl" i·:�u:; 
tunnels which goes as follo::.ws: workmen are digging at the face 
C•f the tunnel, when a •;Jhastly appa1·iti•::Jn m.:.n1iests itself, 
They flin·� d•::>wn theit• picks e<.nd sho::.vels and flee, s�,o,•e:.t·in•;J 
that neve1· <:<.gain will they w•:ot•k thet•e, This tale is t•::>ld t•:• 
explain the ab.:.ndonment of the extension of the Great Northern 
and City Railway from Moorg.:.te to:. Lothbury in 1904, The 
tunnellin•J shield used in di• ;J• ;Jin•J the tunnels is said to bo.= 
left embedded in the London Clay tt::'t this day, The tale 
attaches alst.:) t•;:) the Victo1•ia Line at F'imlico (built in the 
early 1970s), and to tunnels under the nuclear power station 
on An•;Jlesea, F'1·esur•• ably, the ba..sis •:•f these tales (which may 
e�<ist all •:>Vel' the wm· ld ) is that the spi1·1ts •::>f the Eat•th, 
disturbed by the tunne llers, manifested to expel the 
int1·ude1'S, An alte1•native e;<:planati•::>n, possible in ha1·d t•ock 
but unlikely in the L•::>nd•::>n Clay, is the tt•i•;J•;Je rin•J o:>f an 
'earthli•;;Jhts' type event (.S), The theme was taken by t:-,e 
19E.Os te 1 ev is i •::>n p 1 ay Qua t.e1·mass and t.he Pit., an ea 1·l y 
'ancient c-.st1·•:•nauts' m•:.tif which linked polt.el'•_deists, •;;J hos tl y 

apparitit::'tns, tube ra ilway construction and prehistoric 

spacec 1·aft, 

Linked t•:> these supp•::>sed appa1·iti·�ns a1·e the 'deviati•:•ns' in 

the app arently obvious course of tube lines, These stories are 

a variant of Urban Architecture Lore, which tells of buildings 
being 'the wrt::'tng way round', Sharp curves on tube lines, such 
as that on the Piccadilly by the Brompton Oratt::'try, between the 

abandoned Brompt.on Road station and South Kensington, are 
attributed tt::'t the engineering necessi ty to:. avoid 'plague 

pits', At �:.::>uth Kensin•:;Jt.• :• n, the westt .. �tmd line is 78 feet 

d eep , and the eastbound 60 feet, far below any supposed 

' p l?.•;JUe pit', The l'eas•:tli f•:•l' this deviat.i•::Jn is in the line's 

t-tist.·�1·y and in land •:•wne1·ship qu estions too c ornple,.: t•::> ente1· 

het·e, ( 6) H •: •wevel', these 1·e asons a1· e not ea.. sy t.o •;]I' asp, ·� t· 
ea sily found out. abt::'tut , and so a folk loristic explanation has 

ev•:• lved in the last :::o ye <:tr s, I have he .a 1· d the sar1oe st•:o t·y 
conne cte d with the cur ve in the Bakerlot::'t line between Regent's 

Park and Baker Street, and also th e curve between St. P auls and 
Ban k stations on the Central Line, Ant::'tther Urban Archit ecture­

typ e tale tells of h ow the j unctit::'tn at Holborn on the 

;:· i cc ad ill v Line was meant to j •:• in '.JP t he twin tubes •:•f the 
'main line' to the twin tubes •:•f the branch to Al dwych, but 
the drawing office g ot it wrong, and lined up the tunnels on 

the s.:..111e lev el , r.-oakin•;;J it im,::• ossi::•l e t •: •, •:•pet·a t.e the bt•anch 
line integrally with the rest of the line . 
Ope1·a t. i •::tn: Tube o,::•ei'a t i ons ai'e t�.ken f •:!I' •;]r anted by 
pa..ssen•;Je1'':5, �,o,•ho t'a1· e i. y •J i ve a sec•:•nd tl-o•:•U•;JI-.t t.•:• them e�c:ce,::•t. 
when some thing untoward occurs. Tunne ls always hold terrors of 
being lost., and stories exist of peopl e mistake nly g et t ing out 

at ab and oned stations and being trapped there for days be fore 
esc aping . On the d eep tube system, there are a number of 
ai:•and•: •ned stat i·:·n·:;, and •:tile whi eh wa..s bui 1 t but �,o.•hi eh neve1· 

opened, but. as the doors of deep-l evel trains are operated by 
a butt on p1·essed by the •;JUal'd, O:•l' by. the •j1• i ve l' •::>n one-man 
tra 1 n s , even if a tr ain sh ould stop at one o::.f the:;e abandoned 
sta ti on s, the n the doors would not open , 
The wor st. tube a c cident ever which took p lace on February 28, 
1975 is st ill une�plained, The 8,37 a,m, 6-car tube train from 
D1·ayt.on r'a1·k ente1·ed the t.e t· r.-.inal r'latf•:•l'rl• '3 at i1oo:•l'•;Jat.e 2-.nd 

accelel·;o.ted in to the de:..d-end •:•f the tunnel c on st. 1·ucted iot• 
the Lothbury exten si on , 41 p as senge rs and the d r iver died and 
74 were injured, At the inqu est, eye-witnesses told of how the 
dt· ivet• was seer11in•;Jl y t 1· ansfi ::<:ed at the c•:.nt 1·ols, but a..s the 
cab was smashed almost flat (4 inches deep) by the impac t., and 

it t .o• :•k a l•:•n •.;J tir11e di•.;J•.;Jin•:;J •:•ut the rolan•.;Jled Wl' eck a•.;Je, i t w?. s 
iro) possib le t.o d·:· a po st-ro· .. :·l·ter•• •:tl, the d1·ive1·'s 1·em�.ins, Tube 

trains have a saf e ty device known as the 'dead man's handle', 

which llliJSt be dep t·es sed by the dr1ve1· at all times, If it is 
l'el e �.sed, f•:tl' e �<:ample , if the drivt�l' has a he,:..rt attack, the n 
the b1·.ake s a1•e appl ied, This did not happen at the Mo:n:t1'9at.e 
accident, and so it was as sumed that the driver had not had a 
seizu1·e. l.l t·ban l•:•1·e c•::.nnects the d1·ive1·'s 't1·ansfi�d•:t1'"l' with 
th.: Lot.hb•.JI'Y e::<:t.ension 'app at·i tio l ' of 1904, pe 1·haps a l'e ­
r••anife st.at.ion, The be st known tube appa1• i t. ion is at C•:•vent 
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Gat·den stati•:•n •:on the PiccadiUy Line, at 12:3 feet deep, the 
deepest on the line, Here, a ghost of a man, said to be 
suicide actor William Terriss, mounts the spiral emergency 
staircase, but vanishes before the top, 

'Lost t1·ains', Odd Happenings and Ot.he1· Incident.::;: In the 
1:3E.Os and 70s, a system •:>f pne•..Jrfoatic mail tubes wet·e built, 
stat·tin•.;J with an e�<pet·imental line in the gt·ounds c•f Ct·J11ystal 
Palace, This was aband•:oned, and the cat• •:ot· tt·ain was but·ied 
with it, perhaps giving rise to a brand of tube lore known as 
the 'l•:>st tt•ain' 
The commercial pneumatic operation was two lines linking 
Euston station with postal sorting offices in Eversholt 
Street, Holborn and Cheapside, Close-fitting cars carrying 
t'Ui:•bet' flaps wet•-=: bl•:•wn tht••:•U•.;Jh the tunnels by a i ,. pt·ess•.Jre 
from steam-driven fans, Although used for mail, occasional VIP 
passengers were carried for fun, and lore tells of a Victorian 
lady in Crinoline dress who leant tc� near the tunnel 
entt•ance, fell in and was bl•:•wn ft·o:orot •:•ne end •:•f the line to 
the •:•thet•, The fact that Ct·inoline·:; had been s•..Jpet'sede·:l by 
bustle dt·esses by then d•:•es not dett·ac t f •··:·r.-, the st•:o�·y, On 
December 20, 1928 half a mile of Holborn street wa:; blown out 
by a ·�c..s e;<posi•:•n in the by-n•:•w abe..nd•::on.:;d tunnel, •:•ccaslo:on.:;d 
t•y a w•:•t•km.:;n li·�htin·� a last f atal ci·�at·ett.e, 'Lost. Trains', 
•::Ol' at least mail eat'S, wet'e disc•:•vet·ed b.:;nea t.h c;-,.:;apside in 
1930 by Post Office engine ers as _ resul t o:of the work 
-:occasioned by the explosion, On was in Hull Museum until 
destroyed in Wor ld War II, whilst another went to Bruce Castle 
i'iuseum, To:ot.tenham, co.nd a thi t• ,j to::. the 11us.:;um o:of L·::ondon, 'L•:•st 
Tt•ain' l•::ot·e is, of c•:•ut·se, more bat' •:>que ti-.an this, i ncludin·� a 
t. l·ain bl•:•wn ap.at·t in the wat· and filled in with c•:•nct•.:;te 
(co:or.-.plete with b•:• dies !) at E:et.hnal l3t·een o::>t' l(in•.;J'S Ct'•::>ss •::>t' 
the abandoned station of British Mus.:;um (take your pick), 
Bethnal Green tube station was not opened to trains until 
1946, a year after the end o:of the war, but during the war saw 
a maj•:•l' disast.et' \l.•hen panick in•.;J shel tet•et•s cascaded o::k•..,•n an 
escalator, crushing many to death, Perhaps this is the garbled 
ot·i·;�in ·=·f the 'L•:•st. Tt·;:..in' tale thet·e. 0-t.i-,et• 'l•:•st. tt·ain' 
principles may relate to the train enthusiasts' rumour 
concerning old locomotives and rolling stock allegedly stashed 
away fot• use .:dt.e1· W•:ot·ld Wat· III C:pt·esur.-•. ably by the :;::.:•viet 
At' IYty •:of Occupa ti•:•n ! ) , The t•ecent rest•:•t·ati•:•n to se t·vice ·=·f 
'1'?3::::• tube tt·ains .:dt.e1· they wet·e sent f•:ot' sct·ap mu:;t •;JlVe 
rise to more tales of this sort (7), 
Sec1·et. Tunnels: The nevet·-·:opened st;:..tion at Ncot·th End (ot' t::ull 
and Bush ) , over 200 feet beneath Hampstead Heath, is the 
S •:•t..JI' Ce •:of le•_;)end, Lyin•.;J between Ha.r.-opstead and Go:•ldet• 's Gt·een 
o::on the Not·thet•n Line, the stati•:•n tunnels wet·e built in 1'304, 
but nev�r co:onnected to the surface, However, t here is the 
tale, reprc�uced in Peter Laurie's book Beneat.h the Cit.y 
8t.1·::-et.s c:::::, p, 1::::4), that Winst•:on Chut·chill •:•nee "p•:•pped •:out •:of 
the ·�···:•und" at the feet •:Of a sentt·y at an anti-c.it•ct·aft 
bat.tet•y ne;..t•by, I have seen the L·::.ndon Tt·anspot·t d•:•cur.-.ents 
which sho:•w that a sha ft nevet· e>�isted at t.t-te sit� until 1'3.54, 
when it was connected so that the floodgate control ce�tre s�t 
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up thet•e fot• use in nu..: leat• attack co:oul•j be accessed ft•om 
•:•utside, This is an e�<amp l e •:>f the 'b•..Jnket• le•.;Jends' , which 
include some •.;Jt'ain •:•f tt·uth, b•..Jt which als•:> include the tube 
t•a i lway f t' •: •m E:•...1ck i n•.;Jham Palace t•:> Heatht••:•w ai t•por t in whi eh 
the Queen and Royal Family can escape (to Canada) just before 
London is nuked, This seems a modernized and extended version 
of the com@::.n tunnel legends which (in almost every town) tell 
of tunnels running from castle to inn to church to priory etc. 
On a 1 i•;Jhtet' n•::ote, it was said that the E:aker Street and 
Waterloo Railway was first thought of as a way for Westminster 
businessrften t•:o •;Jet to see the last ovet·s at L•:ot•d's cricket 
•.;JI' •:•und aftet' WQI'k (9), As fat' as I arn awat·e, the motif of the 
line built tQ avoid the untoward effects of military pomp and 
circumstance is unkn•:•wn in Lond•:on, H•:•wevel', Get•many aff•:•rds 
such instances, I t  is said that the former 4-track tram subway 
beneath the Unt.er Den Linden in Berlin (destroyed in World War 
II) was install�d because the Kaiser's army held so many 
parades that the only way to run the trams on time was to put 
them underground, A similar tale was told of the NQrnberg tram 
st..1bwa.y which was t•uilt dut· in·� the Thit•d Reich, this time to 
avoid the endless parades of the Nazi Party, 
Indeterminate stories of the extent of never-opened tube lines 
is c.nothet· at· ea •:of L•:•ndon ut• ban lot'e, Ovet· the yeat'S, rt"tany 
plans f•:Ot' new lines have been published, and in s•:ome cases, 
work has begun, only to be sto:opped later, A�:ong these are the 
Aldwych branch ext.esnion to Wa terl oo , said to have been built 
sect·etly in the 1'9:�:0s Ol' in W·:·•·ld Wat· u., and the E:aket·l·::oo 
extension to Camberwell, started at the end of 1949, but 
su�•p•:•sed l y aband • :•ned in 1 '3.50, E:ec ?.use •;;J•:•vernments have used 
aba.n•j•:• ne•j ot• unopene•j tube stations and lines f·�r wa1·- and 
peacet ir.te bunket•s (such as the station at · Down..;: :3tt·eet, nea t• 
Hyde F'at•k Cot• ner), any un•:•pene•:i sect � ·=•ns, t'eal 0::)1' ima·� i na1·y, 
�- r'� suspect. 
I am sure that : have only scratched the surface of tube lore: 
I have not menti•:•ned 'The Maniac on the F'latfot·r.-.' rtl•:•ti f •::>1' 
the tales of tube travelling pigeons, muggers and drunks, They 
wi:i.l h;:o.ve to v.•ait. f•:•l' a.n•:•thet' occasion, Finally, as a Cl' •:•s:; ­
cultut·al therne, it w•:• •..Jl d be in t.et• es tin•.;J to kn•:•w of similat· •::01' 
a l lied tales from other cities with large and long-established 
underground railways, such as Barcelona, Berlin, Budapest, 
Buenos Aires, Chicago, Moscow, New York, Paris and Tokyo, 
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S\'MPATH\' FOR THE DEVIL 1 
(MUST Wf fLING TillS fll Tll AT OUR POP KIDS) 

By Andy Roberts 
The mu s i c  i ndustry ha s generated q u i t e  a f e w  i nstances o f  con t e mpora ry 

f o l k l ore , most of wh i c h can be t raced bac k  i nto o l der f or ms  of le gend.  

For i nsta nce , eve ryone knows J i m  Mor r i son o f  The Doors is not re a l l y  

dead bu t i s  a l i ve a nd wa l l  and l i v i ng i n  Sou t h  A mer i c a o r  somewhere 

e l se ,  a fact wh i c h ,  pop pi ckers ,  he coded i n to the l y r i c s o f  " Xr Moj o 

R i si n" on t he t rack " L . A .  't'oma n . " Honest , i t ' s t ru e !  t h i s  echoes many 

o l der l egends of t he f a mous " he ' s  not re a l l y  dead" l e gend . Thi s i s  n i ce , 

easy f o l k l ore wh i ch changes and v ar i e s  wi t h  t he t i mes and persona l i t i e s  

but n e v e r  real l y  h a s  any e f f e c t . 

The l a t est i n  the l ong l i ne of mu s i c  f o l k l ore i s  the a l leged 

backmas k i ng of " h idden" me ssages on records . t h i s  is not j u st 

" si mp l e " contemporary f o l k l ore and cou l d  have dangerous and f a r- reac hi ng 

resu l t s .  Of cou rse , t here a l ways ahve been " h i dden" me ssages on records , 

bu t here I want to conce ntrate spec i f i ca l l y  on t he " sa t a n i c "  me ssage 

r u mou rs . Oth�r h i dden massages i nc l ude t hose � i t b e r  on the f a de ou t or 

bu r i ed de e p  in t he mi x or scratched on t o  the ru n-of f s .  Some pe op l e  

c l a i m  t o  b e  abl e to bear t h e m ,  some not , l i ke t he word " e veryt h i ng" 

wh i c h  is i n toned in the mi dst of the i nstrumenta l pa rt of Traf f i c6S 

" Ra i nmaker" < wh i ch f a i nt l y  bu t de f i n i te l y  e x i sts > , or the a l l eged " I  

bu r i ed Pau l "  on the a nd of • strawberry F i e l ds Forever" fr om t he Bea t l a s '  

" Ma g i c a l  Mystery Tou r" a l bu m  < wh i c h  rea l l y  says , accord i ng to J ohn 

Lennon " Cranberry Sauce" ) .  

Backmas k i ng i s  a d i f ferent t h i ng a l t oge t h e r  and pe ople are now c l a i mi ng 

t hat t he a r t i st is de l i be ra t e l y  goi ng to great l e ngths to put " secret" 

sa t a n i c  massages on LPs wh i ch are desi gned t o  subl i mi na l l y  i ndoct r i na t e  

the you thof t oday i nto sa t a n i sm. Presu ma bl y  beca use theart i st h i mse l f i s  

a sata n i s t . 
The me ssages i n  backmask i ng are pu t t h e re by record i n g a v e r ba l  message 

backwards a nd ma k i ng it a ppear t o  be a stra i ghtf orward l yr i c  when pl ayed 

f orward . T h i s  can be done a l though the resu l t  is o f t en a mbi guous and 

t he re i s  no e v i de nce that e ven when i t  i s  done t h e  resu l t  can be pi cked 

up su b l i mi na l l y .  

S o  where d i d  t h i s  pa rt i cu l ar pi ece o f  mode rn t o l k l ore or i g i nate? You 

guessed i t ,  t he good old U . S .  of A.  T he recent u psu rge of t he mora l 

maj ori t y  and t he i r  i l k  had l e d  to a w i tch h u n t  agai nst anyt h i ng i n  any 

f orm of the med i a  wh i c h  cou l d  be vagu e l y  l i nked t o  sa t a n i sm or dev i l  

worsh i p .  Many Ame r i ca n  f u ndame nta l i st T V  programmes i nc l udi ng The 700  
C l u b  and Pra i se t he Lord have s pread ru mors of a mass i ve sat an i c  p l ot i n  

t he mu s i c  i ndu s t ry wh i c h  i s  u s i ng • sa t a n i c" backmas k i ng .  A bi l l  has 

eveni ntroduced in t he House of Representat i ves by Congressman R . K .  

Dornan to i n i t i a t e  t he i nvest i gat i on of su s pect records . 

A l l  based on an u n f o u nded ru mour? Not qu i t e .  Le t ' s have a l oo k  at a 

few of these bac k ma s k i ng t a l es : 

On the J a f f erson Star s h i p LP track " A  Chi l d  i s  Comi ngu it i s  a l l e&ed 

that the l i ne w i t ' s ge t t i ng be t t er" can be reve rsed t o  " Son of Sata n . " 

Accord i ng to the book " B i g  Secrets" by Yi l l i a m  Poundst one , i tc a n ,  i f  you 

choose to i nt e rpret it t ha t  way .  S i mi l a r l y ,  on Styx ' s track • snowb l i nd" 

the phrase " Sa t a n  move t hrough our v o i c es" is a l l egedl y au di b l e  whe n 

played backwards.  " Bi g  Sec r e t s• cou l dn ' t hear t h i s  a nd ne i t her cou l d  I .  

Led Zeppl i n ' s " Sta i rway t o  Heaven" i s  su pposed t o  cont a i n  the back masked 

l i ne " T he Lords Turn Me off . . .  There ' s  no esca p i ng it . . .  Here ' s t o  my 

sweet Sa tan . . .  The re ' s powe r in Sa t a n  . . .  He wi l l  g i ve you 666 . • 

I cou ld i f  I st "x-e tched my �ars and ru i ned my tu rntab l e , make 
-

ou
·
�

· 

some t h i ng vague l y  a k i n to what Congressman Dornan sugge sts is i n  there . 
Bu t that is the who l e  wor r y i ng po i nt abou t these bac kmaski ng rumou r s ,  
you c a n  read < l i st e n )  wha t e v e r  y o u  want i nt o  t he no i se produced b y  
l i s t e n i ng to rec ords pl ayed backwa rds . t h e  bea t  goes on and t here are a t  
lea�t 3 0  or 4 0  a l l eged sata n i c  bac kmasked messages w i t h  perhaps as ma ny 
urg 1 ng wor l d  you t h  to do s u c h  dreadf u l  t h i ngs as " smoke ma r i j uana" <on 
Queen ' s  " Another One B i tes The Du s t " ) or worse . 

The a r t i s t s  name d  are a l l ,  c o i nc i de nt a l l y of cou rse , the type of 
mu s 1 c i a n  Mr & Mrs Born Aga i n  Ame r i ca don ' t want the i r  c h i l dr e n  l i st e n i ng 
t o .  Y�u know, l ong ha i r ,  dodgy pe rsona l hab i t s .  I pso facto they are 
sata n 1 st s .  For t y  years ago the born aga i ns wou l d  have bea n  Born Aga i n  
Ent rpre neurs and t h e  me ssages p u t  t here by Commu n i sts not sata n i st s . 
The pu r p l e  pop- pe rson Pr i nce se e ms  to be bear i ng the bru nt of t h i s  
yea r ' s ba tch o f  r u mours a nd i n  a recent i ssue of " Hew Xu s i c a l  Express" 
t wo eva nge l i sts we re quoted a t  l e ngt h a bout P r i nce ' s  a l l egi ance to 
sa tani sm, whi c h  ma n i f e s t s  i t se l f  v i a  t he backmaski ng of phrases such as 
" I ' m  f i ne - t he Lord is comi ng soon . " A l l  very we l l  bu t it  doesn ' t  sou nd 
very sat a n i c  to me .  t he f u ndament a l i st i n  quest i on opi ned t hat sa tan was 
usi ng bac kmaski ng as a weapon i n  the war bet we e n  the forces of l i ght a nd 
darkness be f ore t he second c o mi ng , wh i ch as a l l  f o l k l or i sts know i s  
i mmi ne n t .  

Pr i nce i nc i de n t a l l y  i nc l udes t he ded i ca t i on " A l l  g l ory 2 God" on h i s  
l at est L . P .  s l e e ve so perhaps he ' s  hedg i ng h i s  be t s .  O f  cou rse , on the 
grou nds that you ' ve got t o  be a Chr i st i an be fore you can be a sata n i st , 
he is j u st compou nd i ng h i s  pos i t i o n whe n see n  t hrough f u ndament a l i st 
eye s .  

Xost of these r u mo u r s  seem to h a v e  bea n  started by hard- l i ne A me r i can 
evange l i st s  who have seen a nd be e n  b l i nded by the l i ght . Wor k i ng on the 
assu mpt i on that t he de v i l  has a l l t he best t u na s , evange l i st s  of a l l  
pe rsuasi ons are f requ e n t l y  i n  the news i n  the Uni ted State s ,  denounc i ng 
va r i ous roc k  ac t s ,  f rom t he r i sque bu t i nncocuous Pr i nce to the more 
ove r- �he-top " sa t a n i c  t hrash- me ta l "  bands l i ke Sl ayer . 

A s 1 m1 lar s i t ua t i o n e x i st s  wi t h  regard to product trade marks.  Everyone 
knows t ha t  t he Proc t o r  and Gamb l e  " man a nd stars" symbo l is rea l l y  a 
secre t sa t a n i c  gl yph a nd t he re are n u merous o t he r  " produc t "  rumours 
l i nk i ng bu s i ness with sa tan i sm.  Even the C .  N ;  D .  s i gn has be e n  accused of 
be i ng a • secret"  de v i l i ns i gni a .  Whe t he r  or not t he ma j or i t y of t hese 
bac kmasked ce ssagas a c t u a l l y  e x i st o u t s i de the we l l -washed ears and 
bra i ns of t he e va nge l i s t s  is ope n  t o  quest i o n .  Soma cert a i n l y  do,  as 
l i sted above . Bu t what are t he rea l reasons f o r  them? 

There is no e v i de nce wha t soeve r t ha t  any of t hese art i sts are i nvol ved 
i n  any sa t a n i c  p l ot to war p  t he nat i ons ' s mi nds , a l though seve ra l rock 
persona l i t i e s do have a n  i nt e rest i n  the occu l t ,  notabl y Zepp l i n ' s  J i mmy 
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Page . The d i e ha rds of the f a r  e vange l i c a l  r i ght may have mi ssed a subt l e  
but i mportant fact or i n  t hese me ssage s ,  whi ch i s  s i mp l y  t hat most 
mu s i c i a ns have a b i zarre se nse of humour and are not ave rse to pu t t i ng 
" secre t "  messages a nd phrases on t he i r  records , backmaske d ,  mi xed i n ,  
run of f ,  e t c . , to amuse bot h t hemse l ves a nd t he i r  fans . I t  shou l dn ' t go 
u nme n t i oned e i t he r  that t h i s  sort of t h i ng gets t hem far more good 
pu bl i c i ty t ha n  bad a nd t here fore more sa l es .  Rock mu s i c  thri ves on 

, cont roversy . In fact , t he E l ec t r i c  L i ght Orchestra rel eased an a l bum 
·

e nt i t l ed " Secre t Messages , "  whi ch conta i ns d e l i berate l y  bac kmasked 

me�sage s ,  as a d i rect r���i t �f the m  -�i�g accused -
of "

sata n i c  
backmas k i ng on the s i ng l e  " El dorado . " T h e  l yr i cs i n  quest i on on 
" E l dorado" when p l a yed backwards came o u t  as " He is the nasty one , 
Chr i st , you ' re i nf e rna l "  etc . B i g  Secrets cou l d  not hear anyt h i ng 
remot e l y  resemb l i ng t h i s  phrase a mi dst the j u mb l e  of reversed sou nds . 
Several other rock acrt s have a l so announced that they have 
i ntent i ona l l y  pu t backmasked me ssages on t he i r  a l bu ms  j u st to w i nd the 
mora l maj or i t y  u p .  

T h e  reasons why a r t i sts p u t  some of the messages o n  record may be 
s i mpl e ,  but t he reasons be h i nd the present denunc i a t i on of a l l  t h i ngs 
poss i b l ysata n i c  are certa i n l y  not and t he resu l t  may have d i st u rb i ng 
e f fects i n  t he " re a l "  wor l d .  the forces of l i ght are ( s t i l l >  try i ng t o  
p u t  t h e  f orces of e v i l i n  t he i r  pl ace . t hese f orces of l i ght i n  Amer i ca 
are very we l l  f u nded and i t  see ms  that when t he y  are i n  dou bt a bout whom 
to po i nt the i r  cruc i f i x at t he y  wi l l  i ma g i ne a t hreat , in t h i s  case they 
l yr i cs of mu s i c i a ns who proba b l y  cou l dn ' t care l ess a bout god or the 
devi l .  

. 

maybe i t ' s a l l  a var i a t i on on t hemes such as the " mag i c " book or 
gr i mo i re , wh i c h  whe n  read acc i denta l l y causes t he de vi l to appear or the 
reader to go ma d .  t he message hav i ng pre v i ou s l y  been pu t there for t hat 
very e f f ect . Whereas i n  the past pe ople may have be en accused of a pact 
wi th the devi l if t he y  we re success f u l  or had a n  i mage , nowadays it i s  
assu med t ha t  t hey have a pact a nd a r e  t ry i ng to conve rt t he rest of u s .  
Modern technol ogy does t he rest a nd t here w e  are , backmasked f o r  sata n .  

A t  the moment t hese bac kmask i ng stori es a re j u st rumours passed around 
by word of mou t h ,  i n  the mu s i c  press and v i a  e vange l i cal sou rce s ,  and 
have not as yet deve l oped i nto any coherent narra t i ve .  they e x i st on t he 
very f r i nge of cont e mporary f o l k l ore so catch ' e m whi l e  t hey ' re hot ! 

However , I wi l l  make a pred i c t i on conce r n i ng t he poss i b l e  deve l opment 
of a bac kmask i ng narrat i ve based on t he c l i mat e  f rom wh ich the 
ru mou rshave evol ved . Ove r  t he past few years in the U . S . a grow i ng band 
of " concerned" c i t i ze ns have been a t t e mpt i ng to get v i ol ent and satan i c  
l yr i cs t a k e n  ou t o f  mu s i c  by c i t i ng ,  among o t h e r  t h i ngs , you t h  su i c i des 
where it has been a l l eged t hat the v i ct i m  was l i ste n i ng to one of t he 
" banned" tracks at or i mme d i a t e l y  be f ore h i s  dea t h .  Some L . P . s have bee n  
banned or f orced t o  h a v e  st i ckers desc r i b i ng t he i r  l yr i ca l  cont e ntas a 
resu l t  of t h i s  act i on and t h i s  may we l l  happe n to bac kmasked L . P . s 
< a l l eged or otherwi se ) i n  f u t ure . The su i c i des are fact , the c l a i ms  
perhaps spu r i ou s ,  a nd a t  most c o i nc i denta l ,  bu t t he resu l t  cou l d  be 
re l i g i ous-based ce nsorsh i p .  

I t h i nk t h e  f i rst " ge nu i ne" backmasked de v i l  l yr i c  narra t i ve wi l l  
spr i ng f rom c i rcu mstances such as t he f orego i ng .  I mag i ne the re port i n  
the Peter Tory c o l u mn  i n  the " Da i l y  Star" : 

Bost on , Tuesda y :  Shocked pare nts we re st i l l  t r y i ng to di scover why 
rock mu s i c  f a n  Chu c k  Chu rch had commi tted su i c i de at the wee kend . Loca l 
e vange l i st Pastor Fewche r commented t hat the you th had be en l i st e n i ng to 
heavy me t a l  band Styx song " Snowbl i nd , " one of many L . P .  t racks whi ch 
cont a i n  backtracked satan i c  message s ,  i n  t h i s  case the words " Satan move 
t hrou gh our Voi ces . " He appea l e d  to parents not to l e t  t he i r  ch i l dren 
l i sten to a ny o f  t hese tracks , a l i st of wh i c h  he wi l l  send on 
appl i ca t i on .  

! no i gi l e r  t a g  t no D .  < > < > Ref erences - Se e P a g e  24 . 

MONHfl' BUSJNfSS 
By P aul S creeton 

When I visit ed The Plough I asked to  see S ally. I knew she 
would be there behind the bar. Not a barm aid whose ample 
buxomness had moda her a regional lagend and caused m e  
to travel 7 0  miles. N o, Sally's fame was as a mythical 
curiosity. 

For this Northumberland pub ot Allerdeon, four miles out of 
Berwick-upon-Tweed, was some years ago host to o remarkable 
relic. Sally was said to be o monkey fish, mermaid, or even 
mermon. A century dead, 1 8  inches long and mounted in  o gloss 
case, this eerie creature was half-fish and either half-monkey or 
even, perhaps, semi-human. Extraterrestrial even. Or, of course, o 
fake. 

As for why the creature was called Sally was yet another 
mystery, for the head hod o downy growth oil over from cranium to 
chin and hod on Adam's apple in its slender neck. The face was 
dark brown and somewhat akin to that of o monkey, hod small 
teeth with the longer ones ot the front, on apparently built-up nose, 
and false eyes which were extremely lifelike. 

The torso was ribbed and long, slender arms extended outwards 
with narrow fingers with proper nails. These were not webbed. 
There were no gil ls, but it hod been suggested the nostrils coud be 
used for breathing. 

There was no discernible join between the torso (seemin9ly de­
void of mammary glands - another argument ogomst its 
femaleness) and the rear half which resembled o fish. l t  hod dorsal, 
ventral and pelvic fins, but no pectoral fins.  

Strangely, i ts  custodian said since she hod been in possession of 
i t ,  the caudal f in (toil fin) hod continued to growl 

Sttlta SlltldS 
Jovial licensee Mrs Morgoret Horvey told me that Sally hod onlr. 

been in two different cases since her death. Her capture being off 
Japan during the lost century, but among accounts in cuMings she 
showed me was some discrepancy. One hod it being bought off o 
fisherman and another having o long-deceased ancestor of Mrs 
Horvey catching it. All claimed it died after three days, though one 
claimed it met its demise due to the British climate. 

l t  hod been passed through two related families based in South 
Shields and Mrs Horvey's Iota husband, Edword, hod wished it 11) 
be exhibited in o museum. However, gaMing approval from oil his 
kinfolk would hove proved on insurmountable obstacle. 

Instead he displayed it in  his Washington hairdresser's shop and 
loaned it to charities to raise 6d o time for the curious to marvel of 
it. 

When I spoke to her in 1980, Mrs Horvey hoped that arrange­
ments could be mode to hove Sally X-royed to authenticate her, os 
she was well aware that such prodigies were deftly created by 
unscrupulous and greedy showmen for exhibition in  the post. 

Jlrds' lttt 
Yet, somewhat sadly for those who enjoy Flights of fancy, Sally 

must hove been one of the mermaids which occasionally come to the 
public from the previous century and consequently ore usually of o 
very dilapidated condition. 

l t  was just such o curia upon which insects hod done their ravages 
which Hozelle Page received. In this case there were boreholes 
and its f ins hod been broken off. Fish teeth hod been uti l ized to odd 
to its frightening oppeoronce and birds' feet added tp produce 
claws. 

This repulsive example arrived on the desk of antiquities expert 
Hozelle ot Newcastle University. l t  hod been sent from Hartle­
pool's Gray Art Gallery and Museum for restoration before being 
returned for exhibition. 

"lt  really is revolting and was the lost thing I expected to hove 
snarling ot me, " so id Hozelle, antiquities conservator for the North 
of England Museums Service. 

The celebrated American showman Phineos Toylor Bornum was 
showing off on example very similar to Sally in 1842 and Peter 
Donee records in his book, Animal Fakes and Frauds, that 
there ore still several such specimens in private hands. Most of these 
conform to the type illustrated by Frank Bucklond and reproduced 
with this article. 

Donee notes that one such mermaid hod been X-royed and the 
photogra p hs "showed o complicated arrangement of wires which 
supported the body but foileo to support the credibility of this 
charming mermaid. " 

Cbarles Danrll 
So it seems that most likely such a nalysis would also prove Sally 

o foke. 
Frauds, however, hove o long history and pedigree. Many ore 

those who hove been fooled, including experts. Charles Darwin 
posited o theory of evolution without one single intermediary 
between species. This was accepted by many but took o serious 
blow over the notorious Piltdown M on episode. 

As Donee writes: "lt is, after oil, very tempting - if you ore o 
certain kind of scientist - to be able to prove the correctness of o 
scientific prediction; and when the !'vidence fits in so neatly with the 
preconception the temptation to try to make it fit is irresistible." 

Some scientists hove, and always will, take such steps. 
Pseudoscientists (or freethinker,), in fairness, commonly do li ke­
wise. But it proved o salutary lesson to the dubious Darwinian 
mode of thought. 

While Darwin has yet to be totally discredited, despite growing 
anxiety over the tenets of evolution, such intermediary creatures os 
Pihdown Man and Sally prove o fillip to his notions. Just os his 
whole fabric of thought mor prove entirely fraudulent or ot best 
wishful thinking where one s imagination con room free, and o 
suspension of belief be allowed to mist over and Sally be allowed o 
moment of doubt os o once-olive reality crying out to be accepted 
os o stortline missing link. 

The eminent scientist Sir Alistoir H ardy mode on intriguing and 
serious yet irritatingly brief comment that humanity was once 
aquatic. This throwaway conjecture was seized upon by writer 
Eloine Morgon, and she expanded it into o full-blown theory and 
best-selling books. 

Robert K.G. Temple's The Sirius Mystery is o thorough 
argument that the "primitive" Dogon tribe understood the period­
icities of orbits of Sirius and its heavy dwarf companion star. He  
a l so  drew oMention to on amphibious creature From that stellar 
region coiled Oonnes, who coma to Earth and instructed mankind 
in civilized arts. 

T ample's scholarship is held in for great esteem than that of Erich 
Was God a n  Astronaut? von Doniken, who readers will recoil 
looked to the Bible for his authority for suggesting o race from 
outer space interbred with on  inferior species on Earth. Quoting: 
"The sons of God come in unto the daughters of men, and they 
be or children to them ... " This would answer the ope to man miss­
ing link. 

Bornum, who originated W.C.  Fields' oft-quoted line "Never 
g ive o sucker on even break", ot least hod the honesty to describe 
his curia os "on ugly, dried-up, block-looking, and diminutive 
specimen." After much media-hype, creating on atmosphere of 
anticipatory excitement, Bornum exhibited his mermood. New 
Yorkers turned up in their thousands to pay 25 cents o head for the 
privilege of looking ot this toxidermitologicol wizened prune. 1t 
transferred to o museum where takings shot up to almost 3,500 
dollars in  o month. 

The Feejee Mermaid, os  it was known, hod been the property of 
on Englishman, o Or Griffin. He  attracted oMention to his exhibit, 
but os Andrew Mound elucidates in  H eroic Hoa x e s, it was 
Bornum who really knew about publicity. He  managed to offer 
stories and pictures to three N ew York newspapers whose editors 
each thought they hod o scoop. 

Bornum hod shown his jenny honiver - os they ore now scien­
tifically called - to o naturalist who assured him of the origin of the 
species, i .e.,  fraudulence. 

Even the extravagant Bornum could not hove anticipated the 
notion such o curia could hove so alien o source os outer space. As 
for that interplanetary connection and Sally, on undergraduate 
from Cardiff University introduced himself os o member of on un­
identified flying saucer society and alarmed Mrs Hovery with his 
opinion that such creatures arrived here by extraterrestrial croft. 

"Watching Or Who mode me uneasy", she told me. "I 'd thonk, 
what will happen if one of Sally's brothers or sisters come back to 
see heri" 

What indeed I 



The Hissing of Summer Lawns 
By Paul Scree ton 

IT'S BEEN a good summer for snakes in the media. 
Fashions come and go tor news stories, but tor those of us who collect the adder Items, lt has de!lnltely been the 

Year of the Snake. 
A New Yorker called Charles Hoy Fort wrote a series ot books based around his huge collection of clippings tram 

contemporary newspapers and perlodlcals. For modern Forteans, 1987 will go down as a classic year tor reptlllan 

ca
�

r
!rt of Forteanlsm is in predicting waves of incidents involving a particular aspect of lite. Previous summers 

have been noted tor spates ot coach crashes, vicious guard dogs' attacks on chJJdren and last year, of course, a whole 

menagerie ot alien big cats seemed to be on the loose. 

This year's snake series slithered into gear when a driver heard a mysterious hissing coming from his car as he 

drove down a motorway. 
Driver Phll Rose suspected there must be a fault in the radiator of his hire car, but he froze in his seat when a 

poisonous snake popped Its head out of the dashboard and stuck its tongue out at him. 

Unable to stop because he and his three friends were nose to tail in a contraflow on the M5 near Bridgwater, 

Somerset he anxiously drove tor a mile with the venomous viper staring him in the Cace. 

Flnally
,
Phll (23 ) ,  from Newquay, Cornwall, pulled over on to the hard shoulder and called the police, hut by the 

Ume they arrived the hissing hitch-hiker had hidden ltselt away. 

Understandably they were reluctant to apprehend the adder and called the R.S.P.C.A.,  but even they could not 

coax the snake out ul the Montego's ventilation system. 

So Pnll nervously drove the car back to the hire firm in Wade b ridge tor i t  to b e  stripped down. 
They say great minds think ullke or small ones have l i t tl e  choice ,  but the tale was tallormade !or the groaning 

headline \YINDSC..'R� E N  V I P E R ! ,  which appeared in both The Star and Dally Express. 
On a more sober note, when people are bitten by an adder - Britain ' s  only venomous snak e  - It is a s e rious 

matter. On average one person a y ear finds the bite Catal. I've come across tour cases this year and one was In 
County Durham. 

Policeman's daughter Joanne Forster ( ten ) ,  of Rochester Road, Newton Hall, Durham City, was bitten on the l e g  
during a family outing in t h e  west of the county. She was treated at  Dryburn Hospital and s u c t e r e d  t h e  e!!ects of a 
swollen leg but was otherwise tine. 

Not so lucky was Jolln Taylor ( 47 ) ,  of Stourbrldge , West Mldiands, who was bitten on the hand whJJe walking with 
his wife and son on the Gower Peninsula in South Wales. He was taken to Swansea's Singleton Hospital, to which 
sen1m was n1shed, and he was reported to b e  " c rl l!cal." 

Also Stephen James ( 17 ) ,  of Kentlg, SouU1 Wales,  was reported In Intensive care after an adder bite.  And Tim othy 
Be van ( 1 1 ) . ot Macclestleld, Cheshire, thought the sna k e  he was playing with on the shores ot Loch Awe, Scotland, 
was a grass snake,  but it was an adder and h e  ended up in hospital. 

Ha vlng not noted an adder fatality In the Press , I assume all the victims recovered successfully. 
At the lime, specialists from Durham County Conservation Trust were carrying out a survey into the viper's 

distribution, and a spokesman said : "The add e r  Is a shy repllle which qu ick ly retreats at  the approach ot humans. 
But al lhls lime ot the year ( m ld-July )  when 1t Is bask1ng 1n the .sun lt  will strike as a defensive re action 1! I l ls take n  
b y  surprise . "  

Around this l i m e  a customer calling at t h e  Mall m entioned t o  the front counter slat! that she h a d  seen a snake n e a r  
t h e  c a r  park at t h e  b a c k  of t h e  buil d1ngs. B y  the time interested e mployees h a d  turned out t o  see the r e p t ll e  lt  h a d  
s i i U\ered o u t  ot sight Into the shrubbery. From h e r  d e s c ripllon, l t  s e e m s  the woman h a d  s potted a harmless grass 
snak e .  But Hartlepool town centre seems an unusual habitat tor any form ot reptile.  

Several cases ot snak es with Houdlnl tendencies were reported and newspaperll encouraged more re p tlles to slide 
Into their slily season columns. H e re Is a calendar of curiosities - som e  serious but mostly ol a humorous nature. 
Dates refer to publication , not o c c u rrence .  

J u n e  30 .  Remember Phll Rose was Crom N ewquay. By coincidence farm er A l an Rlchards ( 40 ) ,  almost trod on a six­
tool brown and green snake in his N e wquay barn. H e  believed the snake must be responsible tor attacks on his 
livestock.  During the previous year a ram had died Cram a bite, two other sheep needed injecllons to combat poison 
swe l l ing and a cow was badly bitten on the udder. "It was no ordinary snak e , "  said the farmer. "It was terr11ying.  I 
need a good charm er - and quic k . "  

J u l y l.  Gardener J l m  G l e nnon was bitten by a two-toot ye llow garter snake I n  Shlpley, West Yorkshire. He ne eded 
ho�pl tal treatment, but the bile was not poisonous. 

July 1 3. "Hissing Sld" was reunited with the Thom pson family, ot Letch Avenu e ,  Hawthorn, Seaham, after he 
pushed the top oft his healed tank and vanJsh ed. Several days later the 11-foot python was dlscovered under a shed. It 
was his second escape In a short tim e ;  the previous occasion he chose to hide In the cooker. 

July 13 .  Another python, Mt. 6tn. " Gertle" wa.s b e in g  sought by police atter escaping from Its home in Sherwood, 
Nottinghamshire. . . 

J uly 1 7 .  Burglars were in Cor o. shock when they stole eight-toot prize boa constrictor "Gussle" - tor she was 
pregnant. Unlverslly zoologist Adrlan Thomas, of Bristol, b e gged the thieves to keep her in surround1ngs above 70 
degrees Fahrehell  or she and her brood would die .  

July 1 7 .  Newquay again ! Zoo boss Robe rt P oo l e  w a s  shock e d  w h e n  a housewl!e otfered him an 18- loot python 
because her truck er husband had no time to care tor lt 

Ju ly Ul. A tight between a rat snake and a sacred cobra - which cannot b e  touched - halted tra!tic in Goa, lndla, 
tor three hours. It ended In a draw. 

Aucust 8. A non-poisonous tlve-foot American 1ndl go sna k e ,  missing from a Berkshire aquarium since Jun e ,  was 
caught by Bracknell polic e  IJ\ a garden. 

Au�:� 1 3. Th!s story sounds apocryphal, but  you m ay choose to believe that a 6tt. 6in. pet boa constrictor was hld1ng 
In a pipe around the S-bend in Lauric Lamoth e ' s  loo - and kept pok1ng Its head 1nto the pan. "I looked down and saw 
this pair ot eyes. and a tongue going In and ou t , "  claimed Mrs Lamother, ot Hamilton, Ontario, Canada. Animal 
experts were reported to have removed the toilet and were trying to lure out the snake, a neighbour 's p e t ,  with dead 
rats. 

A u gust 20. The normally staid Russian state newspaper Pravda seems to be moving 1n the dlrecllon of own beloved 
Sun. I t  took seriously the story ot a girl swallowing a snake while asleep. Her ll!e was saved when she drank tour p1nls 
of salt water to m ake her vomit, and the 26-lnch snake plopped out whole into a wash basin. The 11-year-old girl ,  
Identified by her tirsl name M a tanet, tell asleep in the sun alter plck1ng tomatoes near her home in the region ot  
Sablrabad In the Caspian Sea republic  of Azerbaljan. As she dozed,  the Caucasian cat snake slid down her throat,  and 
she awoke starting lo choke and was rushed to a chJJdren's cllnlc in B ak u .  A Soviet biologist who specializes in snak e 
venom told Pravda the snake's bite was not lellial. but  added : " I f  1t had rema1ned 1n the s t0mach longer and I ts 
poison ente red the blood, there would have b e e n  unavoidable troubl e . "  He added that her sto m a c h  showed " a  
swe l l ing . "  It  Is tempting t o  associate t h e  story with the primitive belle! that swallow1ng a snake can cause a pre ­
gnancy. 

&pt<mb�r 4.  Pet shop owner Robin S mith, of Flordon, Norfolk, was selling bags of frozen mice tor people to feed 
their pet pythons. 

Scpt<mlla 4.  That headline again - WlNDSCREEN VIPER . . . Mechanic Mark Row lands got the shock ot  h1s lite when 
he looked behtnd the dashboard ot  a wrecked car - and was confronted by a three-foot python . The snake was put 
under loc k and key al a garage !J1 Sandllands, Swansea, whJJe bosses tried to trace the owner. 

&pttmber 8.  What sounds like an unlll<ely co.ul!onary tale features Tom and Donna Cooper, of Santa Barbara, 
Call!omla, U.S.A. Their session in the jacuz.z.l was rudely interrupted when they were jo1ned by a nine-foot escaped 
pet  python. 

&pttrnbu 1 0. A pub crawl can be a dangerou s business. A circus promotion tour of bars even proved fatal !or 15-loot 
python "Sydney . " An explosion, thought to have been caused b y  a gas cyl1nder, set ablaze the lorry 1n Dublin where 
the snake was unwinding. Courtney Brothers' Circus sla t! rushed from a nearby pub and saved his 20-foot alligator 
po.l "Ben" from the jaws ol death. But lime had bP.en called on " Sydney" and he had shut!led o!! this mortal coli. 
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PANIC IN HALIFAX 
By Paul S creeton 

W H E N  a scary assailant seemed to be running amok I n  a �est J U S T a s a 
Yorkshire town a lmost 50 years ago, the events had reverberations C e r t a i n throughout B ritain.  Copycat m utilations

. 
o

.
ccurred

. 
els�where, but for Yorksh i re  R ipper  the H artlepools it w a s  t h e  prospect o f  a v1s1t b y  H alifax s football te�m t e r r o r i z e d  W e s t  which galvanized opinion. H artlepools supporters had a weapon w1th 

y 0 r k s h j r e t h i s which to attack their opponents, but it was no more lethal �han barbe d  

d d e wit. A newly-published book resurrects the terror wh1ch bec a m e  e c a . I 
known as the H a lifax Slasher. 

5 t m y s t e r 1 o u s � �======�::;==::=::D:aca-��::��--------11!""-..,_. 
slashings brought 

H- lif M d p �at i� �o, :�� !0�� a ax arau ·er t1 November, 1 938.  · 
The West Riding mill 

town was convulsed by A 
reports of a mysterious 
slasher, armed with a 
r a z o r ,  w h o  m a d e  
almost two dozen at· 
tacks in a fortnight. 

RUSH FOR 

'VORK 

Escorts for 

PATROL HANDKERC 
CLUE 

Girls Court Seql To spoU the tun, almost 
before we've started, it has 
to be stated that Scotland 
Y a r d  d e t e c t i v e s ,  i n -
vestlgating thls soclal panic, PUBLIC ANGER AT SECOND P.C. WHO FOLL q u i c k l y  d i s c o v e r e d  t h a t  

�s��� lt
i; ���e 

a1
•
1
·ho

0�x:�.� ATTACK . 0 N VICTIM FOOTPRIN 
p e r p e t r a t e d  b y  t h e  
"victims." · 

Then the scare dissipated 
as quickly as lt had arisen. symbol of some local unrest 

NOTO R I O tJ S  or protest. For sociological 
UntU the publication of a ��u�s·;�: ���:a�=� 

book on the subject recently, 
possible.". 

·\ ��� �;;::J:. 
0����:; c���l�s 

m
th� ��o� r 

p�Ao� - Slasher: An urban terror 1n during 1938 when a nocturnal t h e  n o r t h  of E n gl a n d , · c u r f e w  f e l l  on a W e s t  documents the events chro-
Yorkshire town. Its citizens' ���!�fa�� ��:s �t h�e: ��g:_ ��t�tfu�as

a 
c
rre:z�r� ��I��o�s �in�e 

uheFct.sancft wielding maniac was on the 
allege d assailants,  m a s s  ��;�·n�!te

t���e
0u; 1f� hysteria and the spread of 

_ lightning speed and then rumours and panics. 
fade back into the shadows. As Goss points out. there ES was an equally notorious but V I G I LA N T  

b e t t e r  k no w n  characte r ,  Goss takes the story stage 
Spring-heeled Jack, in the by stage: its rise, victims 
past. Such a phenomenon and vigilantes, cllmax. enter 
g e n e rate s f e a r  an d t h i s  

S
th
c
e
otfa.a�cr'ta�d ��t��e�� aspect takes on a greater 

Importance than any real or fall, the confession narra· 
Imagined physical danger. tlves, recriminations, and 
We know there are violent tun from outsiders like the 
and sadistic crimliaals in so- H a r t l e po o l s  s o c c e r  s u p ­
clety, y e t  with the "mystery p o r t e r s  t a u n t i n g  t h e i r  
assailant" syndrome, when Halifax opponents (no doubt 
p u r s u i t  is h o t t e s t  t h e  more than fair exchange for 
p h a n t o m  p s y c h o p a t h  monkey-hangers jibes ) .  
vanishes with ghostly u n - O f  the six held responsible 
canniness. What Is mystl- tor the scare (though 13 in 
tying and embarrassing for Hal1fax fUed reports testl­
those caught up in the panic tying to his reality ) ,  lt Is 
and respond to lt, Is the noteworthy that four were 
eventual revelation that the women and two were men. 
mystery assailant NEVER I n  f a c t ,  the t 1 r s t  s e l f ­
ACI'UALLYEXISTED. mutilator to confess was Co-

M 1 k e G os s s e e s  t h e  op stores manager Percy 
assailant as an ambiguous Vladdlngton. The flap 

_
had 

I N  P R I N T  - The cover of 
The HallfaK Slasher. 

also created false witnesses 
and malicious rumours. the 
pressures having given rise 
to these elements of the 
Slasher scare. 

MYT H I CAL 
In retrospect we can seek 

a deeper meaning, whlle also 
keeping in mind the words of 
Scotland Yard's Chief In­
s p e c t o r  S a l i s b u r y : 
"Def1nltely the .Slasher was 
a mythical person . ' '  

Goss agrees a n d  lt Is hard 
not to accept that lt was all 
H=h£ts\e:ste·

d. Halifax's 
notoriety attached Itself to 
Its soccer team. During the 
fixture on December 3 at 

Hartlepool,  the crowd fre­
quently broke into cries of, 
"Come on Sl.a.shers ! "  and 
w h e n  H a l i f a x  T o w n ' s  
d i m i n u t i v e  r l g h t - w i n g e r  
Foulkes w a s  locked i n  a 
series of shoulder charges 
with the home side's tull· 
back WUson. a loud-voiced 
terrace wit won a roar of 
laughter with, "Search him 
for razor blades. ' '  

P LAU DITS 
Th e  Mall's sports reporter, 

Sentinel, described the 1-0 
win to Unlted as an enter· 
taining game. In odd style he 
wrote : "A fllm critic would 
have described this as a 
game crammed with inci­
dent - as such lt was." 
Ernle Thomas was Sent!· 
nel's man of the match - "I 
have never known such a 
fellow as this . . . .  Ubiquitous 
Is the only word to describe 
him." 

I doubt 1 f  today's tabloid· 
soccer w riters would so 
describe anyone,  and h e  
continued : "There were rare 
Incidents In the Halifax 
goalmouth and on more than 
one occasion Briggs earned 
the plaudits of the crowd." 
But no Slasher mention. 

However. ln his preview 
the previous Friday, Sent!· 
nel made a reference to the 
Slasher menace. "It Is to be 

hoped that Halifax Town 
bring no 'unsavoury' sup­
porters with them when they 
visit the VIctoria. Ground 
tomorrow. By that I mean 1t 
would be dl.stinctly uncom­
forlable for everybody but 
joyous newspaper reporters 
were they to be accompanied · 
by that strange personality • 
who luu a flair for cutting up · 
rough." 

Earlier, on the Wednes­
day, tbe ubiquitous Sentinel 
had agaln referred to the 
pan! c. He wrote : "Once upon 
a llme Halifax used to be 
noted for lt.s football team. 

that was before the gentle- • 
man, known u the 'Silent . 
Slasher,' came on the scene . .  
Since then the Hal1fii.X Town 
team luu had a difficult job 
to keep in the news. Wld- . 
d o w t l e l d ,  f o r  I n s t a n c e , ! 
scored four goals In the 
Town against Rochdale, on . 

. Saturday, but Wlddowfleld Is 
a respectable footballer, so 
he only got two inches of 
space. The other person with · 
the weird sense of humour . 
got two columns! • • 

I SAVED 
S o  there w e  have lt. A little 

wit in the sports columns . .  

From N I GEL PENN I C K ,  o f  Cambr i dg� . 

But the Slasher scare was 
also well covered in the news . 
columns. B u t  l i k e  most 
news, lt  flared briefly and· 
then died away. Now 1t hu 
been saved from oblivion. 

References to razors and 

����e�re���t�{ I 
m��e ��; 

Goss's . book intellectually 1 
s t i m u l a t i n g .  B u t  If m y j  
squeamish reaction Is any­
thing to go by, 1t could be 
c e n t r a l  to t h e  S l a s h e r  
syndrome stimulus. People · 
may well panic 11 given ' 
c e r t a i n  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  
Imagine the worat, rese�ble i 

lynch mobs and under streSll 
become !mltatlve. . 

Mike Goss Is to be praised 
for bringing to attention this 
l i t t l e - k n o w n  n i n e - d a y  
wonder. Well-written and 
presented, . lt also has u. 
lustrations from contempo. 
rary newspapers, maps and 

· concludes with rem1nlsences 
and a chronological table. 

• The HallfiiX Slasher le a 
Fortaan Tlmee occasional 
pap..-. Send cheque or P.O. 
made out to Fortean Timu 
for £ 2 . 5 0 .  A d d r a u  9 6  
Mansfield Road, London 
NW3 2HX. 

DIAD BitS' LBT-JBDS 
Here are a few comments on F . F .  5, in no par t i c u l ar orde r .  w ur ba n  
Lege nds < A n I nt roduct i on ) " .  't'he n  I was abou t n i ne < 1 955 > , t he story 
we ntarou nd the vi l lage I was l i vi ng in t hat some rece t l y  arri ved I t a l i a n  
i mmi grants used t o  e a t  c a t  food on toast , and 2 0  years l a t e r  I was t o l d  
of a " bi o l ogy s t u de n t "  f oaf who f o u nd a c a t  bone i n  h e r  c u r r y  i n  
Bradford < where t he re had be e n  Pakastani i mmi grat i on ) . A story t o l d  
about t he K i - Ora Ca f e , wh i c h  was a transport c a f e  wh i c h  used t o  stand o n  
t he A l l  road sou t h  of Newport , Esse x ,  was t hat i t  u s e d  c a t s  for i t s  
" pork pi es• - " du r i ng t he war ,  whe n  me a t  was ra t i oned . "  I t  wou l d  b e  
i n terest i ng to fol l ow t h i s  o n e  back i n  t i me .  O n  a darker not e ,  recent 
newspaper adve r t i se me n t s  showi ng a cat purported l y  < < edi tor:  sure l y  
w purr-port edl y > > wa i t i ng t o  be bo i l ed a l i ve i n  korea t o  ma ke cat sou p 
wi l l  sure l y  i ncrease t he occu rrence of such stori e s .  The w t e l e phone 
revenge " story was cu rrrant in Cambr i dge in t he mi d-7 0s , whe n  it was a 
disgru n t l ed u n i ve rsi ty e mpl oyee d i a l l i ng the Syd ney s pe a k i ng c l ock and 
l ea v i ng t he phone · of f t he hook al l weeke nd . 

• u nderne a t h  t he Arches• me n t i ons t he space shu t t l e  d i sast e r .  An u rban 
l egend (or t r u t h? >  current states t hat it is e n t ombed in concrete 
beca use a nucl ear reactor on board <such as t hose used in the A po l l o  
command modu l es and some sat e l l i t e s )  was b l asted apart when Cha l l e nger 
e xp l od e d .  The de b r i s  is therefore rad i oac t i ve ,  cove red in p l u t o n i u m , 
e t c . , and t hus had to be bu r i ed i n  concret e .  I heard a • rad i a t i onu r ban 
l e gendw ove r t a n  years ago, and sure l y  that mu st be another ge nre . T h i s  
o n e  was abo u t  a J a panese ma n  f i nd i ng a pi ece of sh i ny me t a l  i n  t he road 
and t a k i ng i t  home , p l a c i ng i t  on the mant l epi ece as an ornament <do 
they have mant l e p i eces in Japan? ) .  Everyone i n  the fami l y  t h e n  got s i c k ,  
one a f t e r  t he othe r ,  e xcept t he grandmot her , who sat i n  a n  a l cove . A l l 
the fami l y  d i e d  be f ore i t  was d i scovered t hat t he me t a l  was a l ost piece 
of nucl ear wast a . The gramdmother s u r v i ved , but wi t h  one s i de of her 
face , t he onl y part of her body in v i ew of t he me t a l , h i deou s l y  bu r ne d .  

The concre t e  story abou t t he Naz i concent rat i on camps on A l derney i s  
me n t i oned < i n  d i f fe r e n t  form) i n  So l omon H .  Steckol l ' s  book " Th e  
A l derney Dea t h  Camp" < granada , 1 9 82 ) , where on page 4 9 ,  M .  A l be r t  
Ebl agon , grandson of the e rs t wh i l e  Chi e f  Rabbi of Crate < < e d i t o r  i s  
t here a l e x i l i nk here - Cre t e / concrate? > > ,  i s  c i t e d  b y  t he author as 
hav i ng bee n  • a n eyewi t ness when t he Germans threw a f e l l o w  pr i soner i nt o  
the we t cement of a b l ockhouse be i ng bu i l t ,  a f t e r  which t he y  pou red more 
concre t e  ove r t he ma n . " 

On a " l i ghter" not e , t he 1 9 6 0s pop song by Be rnard c r i bbi ns ,  " Ho l e  i n  
t he Grou nd" , recou nts t he bu r i a l  of a " man i n  a bowl e r  hat• , presu ma b l y  
a c i v i l servant who i nt e r fered wi t h  the d i gg i ng o f  a hol e  i n  the road . 
there are dou bt l e ss other u rban f o l kt a l es i n  popu l a r  mu s i c ,  espec i a l l y  
t hose genres such a s  cou ntry & west e r n ,  which t e l l  s t or i es . One l ast 
concre t e  apocrypha l (or not ? )  i s  in soccer f o l k l ore , where the concr e t e  
terrace known as the Nort h  Ba nk at the Arse nal stad i u m ,  Hi ghbu r y ,  
London ,  i s  repu ted t o  conc e a l  a carthorse bu r i ed i n  1 9 1 3 whe n t he 
foot ba l l  grou nd was bu i l t .  

19, 
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lOOK RIVIIWS 
"TH E  U F O  C O N S P I R A CY - T H E  F I RST F O RTY Y E A R S "  by J enny Randles (B iandford Preu, £1 0 . 9 5 ) ,  

"U FOs 1 947-1 9 8 7 - T H E  40-YE A R  S E A R C H  F O R  A N  E X P LA N A T I O N "  compiled by Hilary E vans and J ohn S pencer 
(Fortean Tomes, £ 1 2.50).  

FORTY years ago, businessman Kenneth Arnold set off in his private plane searching tor the wreckage ot a missing 
alrcraft. 

Over the Cascade Mountains, near Mt. RalnJer, he spotted a stringot bright metallic objects flying in single tU e .  
There were n ln e  ot these ; eight discs and one crescent. Th e y  dodged around t h e  peaks with "fippplng, erratic 

movements" and he estimated thelr speed at 1 ,700 m.p.h.  ( later reduced to 1 ,200 ) .  
Following his landing at o n e  airfield, Arnold told a t e w  friends his story. H e  then t oo k  ott tor a second aerodrome, 

where he was met by excited newsmen. He told the reporters the objects new llke "pie plates" or "saucers being 
sk.lpped over water. ' '  Hence, via an anoymous journallst, the term ' 'fiylng saucer' ' entered our language. 

The more tamlliar terrr.. UFO (unidenutled fiylng object) was coined by Captain Ed Ruppelt, the United States Air 
Force lntc11lgence officer responsible for such matters. 

Yet 40 years on, whatever "experts" say, we're no nearer the truth of what flying saucers or UFOs are . The 
anniversary of Arnold's sighting on June 24, 1947, looks llke making 1987 a bumper year for marketing UFO books 
and heightening the profile ot ufologlcal research. 

Just over a week later one of the newsworthy fiylng saucers may well have crashed In New Mexico. The authorities 
supposedly gathered up the wreckage at Raswell, and it the evidence is to be believed, scientists had the beglnn!ngs 
ot an answer 40 years ago. It all was bogus, a lot of people - mllitary officers, scientists, government ottlcials and 
ordinary cltlzens - were unmitigated liars. 

Researchers of high callbre such as Wllilam Moore and Leonard Stringtleld have interviewed w1inesses and those 
concerned, collecting sworn attadavits. But right trom the start the mill of mislnformation was grinding merrtly. 

Then another crashed saucer was recovered in 1953 at Klngman, Arizona. Specialists were taken in blacked-out 
buses into the desert. There they saw the body of a dead three-foot alien. There are even medical men who claim to 
have studied bodies of extraterrestrial astronauts. Rumour or reallty? Fabricated fairytale or the greatest untold 
secret of all time? 

Then came the contactee craze. George Adamskl ls still a household name ; Cedrtc All!ngham not ( he was a hoax 
by Patrlck Moo re ) .  Again, as with retrlevals stories, serious ufology was faced with an uncomfortable aspect. 

UFOs causing vehicle stoppages were the next feature to achieve some prominence and this was taken to the 
ultimate conclusion when, under hypnosis, Betty and Barney Hill were discovered to have been abducted by aliens. 
John Fuller's book on the subject - "The Interrupted Journey" - proved one of the biggest sellers in UFO history. 
Hundreds, if not thousands, of subsequent UFO abductions - close encounters of the fourth kind in utology jargon -
have taken place it we are to beUeve people's claims. Stranger sUll ls how these vehicle Interruptions and whisking 
away of driver and famllies never seems to cause a road accident. Could it  all really be In the mind ? 

A book which not oniy tells the fascinating story of how ufology developed during the past 40 years, but puts lt into 
the context of offlclal study and debunking ls Jenny Randles' "The UFO Consplracy." 

Her lnslghts into cover-ups, particularly with reference to the United States, show a healthy interest In the dis­
turbing secrecy of officialdom. 

She suspects that in America surveillance of civilian UFO groups is maintained - even that C.I.A. agents set up 
thelr own groups or lnt1ltrate others. Tills suggests lnfrlngement of civU rights by spying. 

A recent concept in U.S. law is th e  Freedom of Information Act, used to release formerly secret UFO tues. Since 
1977 thousands of documents have been released, but many others are w1thheld tor security reasons. 

The Official Secrets Act means that Britain "has the mirror opposite. "  Or as Randles says : "The consptracy is so 
much easier to maintain, thanks to that. ' '  

The book also argues the possibllity of an "education programme" whereby the truth about the alien nature o f  
UF O s  I s  being released slowly. The world I s  being prepared. The idea o f  friendly and cuddly aliens I s  fostered by 
Spielberg films so we will not panic. The same "myth" has entered the American UFO community from leaked 
sources. 

"If you compare this possible move towards enlightenment with the manner in which the UFOs themselves seem 
to have been trying to educate us," writes Randles, "then it  makes even more sense. "  

Tills could explain the clear phases o f  activity through which the UFO story has developed. 
Of course, it  could also b e  argued that what we have seen Is "cultural tracking" with UFO developments keeping 

pace with our own sclentlt1c and social activities. In other words the phenomenon Is psycho-sociological in nature. 
The aliens are not from outer space, but exist in our heads - in inner space. And even that sounds too easy an option 
to encompass all the known facts. 

Randles also devotes sections to reports from around the world; "proofs" via types of encounter, physical effects 
and so on ; and other nations' approaches to UFO contldentiallty or otherwise. All ln all, a well-argued case.  

Another book which takes as its reference point Arnold's sighting, but which has galaxies more space to investigate 
the UFO enigma is "UFOs 1947-1987." 

An international spectrum of researchers has been assembled to show how immensely complex the tteld Is. It Is an 
exercise in showing how much we have learnt from the UFO phenomenon. It is about what the physical and Ufe 
sciences should be responding to, and it serious Inquiry is to be meaningful , to find explanations for thousands of 
people having experiences which are genuinely puzzling to them and scary. 

It you have the slightest interest in the greatest mystery of modern times, then you would be doing yourself a 
disservice not to buy this book and give it serious attention. 

There have been other remarkable works by individual authors on the subject, but here is a dlstlllation of concepts 
about the subject. "The 40-year search for an explanation" is the sub-Utle, and the contributors do thelr best to cover 
the multttartous options towards explaln!ng the enigma. As editor Hilary Evans puts it: "Though the answers stUI 
elude us, we have none the less learnt a great deal in the process. We have learnt, In particular, not to expect easy 
answers. The tact that our questions are still unanswered suggests that perhaps they are not the right questions . ' '  

I t  we are not asking the right questions the contrtbuto t th1 and speculation. The book begins With a iook at the phe��m
o
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The question we must now ask 1s when will lt end7 For all the 

EARTH HARMONY by N I GEL PEi H I CK <Century/ R i de r ,  t6-95 ) 

• Ea r t h  harmony i n  i ts widest i nt e rpreta t i on i nvo l ves a har mo n i ou s  
re l a t i onsh i p  be t we e n  t he ear t h ,  h u ma n  b e i ngs , t h e i r  a r t i facts , 
ac t i ons and ce l est i a l  i nf l u e nces . • B i ge l Penni c k  

Ever s i nce man appeared on t h i s  p l a ne t ,  t hose wi t h  a n y  se mb l a nc e  of 
wi sdom or i n tu i t i o n  have sought to make each aspe c t  of t he i r  l i ves 
ha rmo n i ous wi t h  the l a ndscape . They may have had scan t  regard f o r  t he i r  
f e l l ow ma n  a s  they k i l l ed and a t e  h i s  bra i n  as a de l i cacy ,  bu t t he i r  
u nderstandi ng o f  t he structure and c yc l e s  o f  t he u n i verse l e d  t h e m  to 
create a trad i t i on where by t he i r  pastoral mi gra t i ons and later se t t l ed 
h a b i tat was gove rened by st r i c t  ru l e s  of geomanc y .  I ndust r i a l i s m  
pa r t i c u l a r l y  eroded t h i s  r i ght-si t i ng i mpu l se ,  bu t f o l k  c u st om i s  
stronger than mate r i a l i st i c  e xpl oi tat i on ,  a nd so t he venera b l e  trad i t i on 
and usage has overcome the tag of • su pe rst i t i on . • Toda y ,  f rom nat i onal 
pa rk a u t hor i t i es a l l owi ng t he deve l opment ofon l y  v i su a l l y  su i ta b l e  
dwe l l i ngs through t o  pe opl e wi s h i ng t o  make s u r e  t he i r  dwe l l i ngs are 
geomant i cal l y  sou nd , there i s  a spi r i t  of r e - e va l u at i ng e a r t h  harmony . 
Penn i c k  e xpl a i ns why t h i s  is i mportant and how to a pp l y the c ra f t . 

Most readers , I ' m  sure , wi l l  be at l east fami l i ar wi t h  t h e  Dragon 
Proj ect work on energies at mega l i t h i c  s i t e s ,  par t i c u l a r l y  t he Ro l l r i gh t  
Stone s .  Here real l y  l i es the crux of the prob l e m, as Pe n n i c k  note s .  
t here a r e  measuara b l e  energ i e s ,  b u t  t he i r  v e r y  comp l e x i t y ,  c yc l i c  
na t u re a nd i nte r mi t t e n t  character make t hese f orces t oo i ne xp l i ca b l e t o  
western sc i e nce a nd s o ,  by a n d  l arge , t he y  a r e  d i smi sse d .  Each t radi t i on 
has g i ve n  t he energy a d i f f erent na me .  A l so i ts e f f e c t s  are best 
apprec i a t e d  by our own consc i ou sness . We use e l ec t r i c i t y  bu t don' t 
rea l l y  know what i t  i s .  Whe n we get a bi l l  f rom t he Cent ra l Ley Energy 
Board we wi l l  know that t he si t i ng and or i e n ta t i on we c hose f or our 
dwe l l i ng has rece i ved of f i c i a l  recogn i t i on .  Unt i l  then we can e i t he r  
regard a l l  aspects o f  pl anetary l i f e a s  arbi t ra r y  o r  seek t o  ma k e  our 
l i ves more wor t hwhi l e  by pract i s i ng a spi r i t u a l  r e l a t i ons h i p  wi t h  our 
surrou n d i ngs. 

The pract i ca l i t i e s g i ve n  by Penn i c k ,  after a n  e xhaust i ve expl anat i on 
of aspects of l a ndscape , spec i f i c  poi nts of power a nd l i v i ng trad i t i ons 
<as spl e nd i d l y  desc r i be d  wi t h  regard t o  Gu i l dford Ca t hedra l >  are 
part i c u l ar l y  i n forma t i ve .  T h i rty years ago in We ns l eyda l e  I reca l l  how 
i mportant i t  was t o  keep par t  of t he doors t e p  scru bbed whi t e  wi t h  a 
speci a l  stoneregu l a r l y .  P e n n i c k  adds d e ta i l s  of e x e cu t i ng pat t e rns i n  
c o l oured cha l ks and goes o n  t o  e xpl a i n  t he deepe r  me a n i ngs t o  symbo l s  on 
bootscrapers, knockers,  l ocks and h i nge s ,  a nd how muc h  of t he ornament 
assoc i a t e d  wi t h  doors has solar symbo l i sm, be it a n c i e n t  o r  moder n .  
Doors t a k e  on a who l e  new mea n i ng of pe rcept i on a f t e r  read i ng t h i s  book .  

Other protect i ve dev i ces are d i sc u ssed wi t h  r egard t o  o t her parts of 
bu i l d i ngs . One wonders if t he re i s  some occu l t  s i gni f i ca nc e  t o  moder n  
graf f i t i  ar t i sts'  pa i nt i ng Di sney characters and b l u e  S mu r f s  on factory 
wa l l s !  

De f i n i t e l y  much t o  ref l ec t  u pon i n  par t i c u l a r .  A n  Engl i sma n ' s home can 
rea l l y  be made i nt o  his psyc h i c  cast l e .  

'1 1 , 
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THE UNPOLLUTED GOD by GUY RAGLAND P H I LL I PS 
< Northern L i gh t s ,  t6-95 > 

I have enj oyed G u y  Rag l and P h i l l i ps '  wri t i ngs for a great may years.  
F i rst l y  from h i s  art i c l e s ,  i l l ustrated with scra per board p i c t u res , i n  
The Da l es ma n .  The h i s  book " Br i gant i a , • deve l oped from the ear l i e r  
art i c l e s and where I gave some sma l l  assi st ance wi t h  l e y  mater i a l  wh i c h 
h i s  pu b l i shers de manded be i nc l uded as t he cu rrent " i n t h i ng . " Last l y  
f rom p i eces i n  " The Cau l dron" j ou rna l , when t h i s  proj ected book was 
part i a l l y  seri a l i zed u nd e r  i t s  prov i s i on a l  t i t l e ,  " Be h i nd the Church 
Door" ( a  t i t l e  dropped as t he a u t hor fou nd c l e rgy in general we re not 
h i d i ng a pagan past be h i nd the door , bu t took pr i de in t he venera b l e  age 
of t he e d i f i ces and perhaps d u b i ous adornme nt s > . 

Ph i l l i ps '  t i t l e  comes f rom h i s  argu me n t  t ha t  t he more " pr i mi t i ve "  a 
peopl e are or we re , the more t he y  revere or r e vered a s i ng l e  
t ransce ndent Great Spi r i t  o r  Supreme Be i ng .  " Over t he t e ns o f  mi l l e n i a , " 
he says , • a  re l i g i on has not be e n  re f i ne d .  I t  has bee n  pol l u t ed ,  and the 
great Spi r i t  has been mocke d . " 

He beg i ns wi t h  " a  sort of t re me ndous ske l e t on i n  t he Chu rch ' s  
cupboard , " r i t u a l  pha l l i  i n  90� of Chr i st i a n a l tars preda t i ng the B l ack 
Dea t h  < t hough the " e v i de nce" is mi ss i ng as so often in odd cases ) .  It is 
good t ha t  Ph i l l i ps draws our a t tent i on to t h i s  " g i gant ic f i g- l e a f , "  
j u st as J ohn Xi che l l  d i d  i n  " To Represe nt Our Sav i ou r  as ' That Grea t 
Coc k . " 

The g i st of the a rgu me nt is t ha t  churches are pagan shr i nes - orat 
l east in very many case s pagan featu res are i ncorpora ted spec i f i ca l l y i n  
t he stonework o r  woodwork . they are of t e n  o n  pa gan si tes and pagan 
symbo l s  o u t we i gh Chri st i an one s .  Examp l e  a f t e r  examp l e  f rom d i l i ge n t  
research i s  u sed to press h o me  the po i n t .  

H i s  researches - part i cu l arl y i nt o  99 spec i f i c  chu rches - cover t he 
Green ma n ,  she i l a-na- g i g  naked woma n  scu l pt u res wi t h  f e ma l e  geni t a l i a  
e mphas i z e d ,  devi l s ' s doors , consecrat i on ,  l e ys and going skyc l ad 
( i nc l u d i ng pe rsona l descr i pt i ons ) . 

Some readers may be part i cu l ar l y  exc i t ed where be passes f rom 
wi tchcraft to a n  i n-depth l ook a t  sha ma n i sm i n  t he cont e x t  of t he book ' s 
proj ect i on a nd a l so i nt o  drug- t a k i ng.  G o i ng back to the u npo l l u ted 
per i od ,  P h i l l i ps notes the sha ma n  e i ther usu rped powers a l l  me n  a nd 
wome n  once possessed or cont i nued t he m  whe n soc i e t y  as a who l e  c ou l d  no 
l onger e xerc i se t he m .  t h i s  p o i n t  shou l d  not be f orgot t e n .  Thousands of 
ordi nary peo p l e  are t oday be i ng p l ucked f rom s u bu r ba n obl i v i on - f rom 
hou sewi ves a nd grease monkeys to i t i nerant j ou rna l i st s  a nd t h r i l l e r  
wr i t ers - t o  share t he shama n i st i c  expe r i ence . 

Ph i l l i ps r i ght l y  recogn i z es t here once was no d i st i nct i on be t we e n  
natu r a l  a nd superna t u ra l . He su pports t he Ga i an Fourth �or l d  e n v i ron­
me nta l i st t hrust as a Quake r u n i versa l i st .  He l ooks back and l ooks 
f orward . Thi s  is a very reward i ng a nd e nr i c h i ng book . It is rare t o  come 
across such work of bot h  sc ho l arsh i p  and or i g i na l  resea rc h wh i c h  makes 
t he past c l earer and g i ves gu i dance t o wards t he f u t u re . 

SHAXAN I SX by WARD RUTHERFORD < Aqua r i a n  Press , t6-99 ) 

There has been a recent u psu rge of i nterest i n  sha ma n i sm; part no doubt 
of t he more se l ec t i ve approaches to occu l t i sm ,  i nterest in the 
paranor ma l  a nd a l t e rnat i ves t o  mor i bund pri est hood c u l t s  such a s  Chr i st­
i a n i t y .  On a desc r i pt i ve l e ve l , Ru t herf ord prov i des a workma n l i ke 
exami nat i on of the shaman ' s  rol e i n  pr i mi t i ve soc i e t i e s ,  as me d i a t or 
wi t h  t he gods , abi l i t y  to prophesy , guard i a nsh i p  of t r i ba l  myt hs a nd 
other ma g i c a l  and psyc h i c  gi f t s .  H i s  choos i n g ,  h i s  t ra i n i ng ,  h i s  t ra nce 
a nd dru m are desc r i be d .  Yet it  i s  rather l i ke t he sma l l  boy l oo k i ng a t  
a s t e a m  e ng i ne wi t h  i ts d r i ve r  and f i re ma n .  the act u a l  expe r i e nce on t h e  
foot p l a t e  i s  mi ss i ng .  

The re are plenty o f  fasc i na t i ng i ns i ghts and specu l a t i ons a s  t h e  book 
progresse s ,  but he see ms  to mi ss some i mport ant factors.  Sure l y  
sha ma n i s m  i s  the key t o  UFO a bduc t i ons , f o r  e xampl e .  H e  i s  convi nced the 
pl easure we ga i n  f r om stee p i ng in a hot bat h  is a bid to return t o  the 
womb, whe reas I f i nd t h i s  act a k i n to t he sha ma n ' s  famous swe a t  l odge 
procedure . 

Xuch of t he second ha l f  I f ou nd rather dry and acade mi c ,  be i ng an 
i nvest i gat i on of how pr i mi t i ve sha ma n i sm as t he foundat i ons of magic has 
deve l oped t hroughout h i story. Ha specu a l t e s  on " su pe rshama ns" a nd 
d i f fu s i on i sm, d i smi sses s i mi l ar i t i es wi t h  e p i l e ps y  and sch i z ophr e n i a  and 
conc l u des t he sha ma n  i s  on who , nat u ra l l y  hyperacu i t i ve ,  has t ra i ned h i s  
sense t o  a f a r  gre a t e r  degree t ha n  othe r s .  He notes t hat such a 
reduc t i oni st explanat i on wou l d  get short shr i f t from t hose who have 
adopted sha ma n i sm a nd are keen t o  share t he i r  g i f t s  in our l i ves.  
Ruthe r f ord accepts the pote nt i a l  va l u e  o f  shama n i sm as be i ng 
re i nt roduced toda y ,  par t i cu l a r l y  i n  i ts r o l e  as trad i t i on a l  
psychot herapy. 

The book is we l l  researche d ,  crack l e s  wi t h  i deas and i s f a i r  in i ts 
treat me nt of a comp l e x  a nd de ba t e a b l e  s u bj ect . The st y l e  too i s  f l u i d 
a nd i nv i gorat i ng .  Of wi de i nterest , I f e e l . 

LONDON ' S  EARLY TUBE RA I LWAYS by N I GEL PENN I CK 
(tl -50 i nc .  p&p , pu b l i shed by Runesta f f -O l d  Eng l a nd ,  25 Partri dge Dr i ve , 
Bar Hi l l ,  Cambr i dge , CB3 8EN > 

I n  my chi l dhood , the Eag l e  comi c had an i l l ustrated comi c s t r i p  w i t h  a 
t i t le somet h i ng l i ke " Nature i nve nted i t  f i rs t "  ( f l y i ng squ i rr e l  as 
mode l for parachu t e , e tc . > and here we f i nd S i r  Xarc Bru ne l a pe i ng t he 
shi pworm pest to i mprove me t hods of t u nne l i ng techn i qu e . I t  i s  deta i l  
such a s  t h i s  wh i c h  makes Pennick ' s books a u t horatat i ve and l a bours of 
l ove in the i r  de ta i l .  This book expl a i ns how t h e  Unde rgrou nd we l ove or 
l oa t he did not come a bou t as s i mp l y  as its mi l l i ons of d a i l y  commu ters 
no doubt assu me .  Here is a n  acc ount f rom i t s  i ncept i on wi t h  a l l  the 
t r i u mphs and heart breaks , t he expe r i me nt s  a nd i mprove me n t s .  Many rare 
and unusual drawi ngs , d i agrams and phot ographs i l l ustrate t he work ,  
a l ong w i t h  contemporary ma ps o f  l i nes c onstructed a nd proposed .  
Fo l k l or i sts wi l l  f i nd some i nterest i ng mate r i a l  here , such a s  the 
propr i e tor who c l a i med his gal vanome t e r  showed strong e a r t h  currents 
generated in his wa t e r  p i pe s  by City and Sou t h  London Ra i l wa y  t ra i ns and 
how it a l so di srupted cont i ne nt a l  t e l e graph i nstrume nt s  1 3 0  mi l e s  a wa y  
i n  io th �a l sham! 

COSM I C  F R I E NDS by J I XMY GODDARD 
< STAR Fe l l owshi p .  Price u nknown . From 2 5  A l bert Roa d , Add l e stone , 
Su rre y ,  KT15 2 P X >  

Sl i m  a u t obi ograph i c a l  book l e t  a bo u t  t he a u t hor ' s assu me d  
commu n i cat i ons w i t h  e xtrat e rrest r i a l s .  Has very muc h  a da ted f e e l  of 
l ong-gone time o f  na i ve extrate rrest r i a l  contact asp i ra t i ons . Goddard ' s  
s i nce r i t y  need not be quest i oned - - I ' ve known h i m  for 2 0  years a l most -
- bu t I f e e l  that h i s  seemi ng trust i n  me ssages wh i c h  most wou l d  regard · 

as pseu do-sc i e nt i f i c  or conspi racy t he or i s i ng ,  put s  t he general content 
in the area of na i ve t e . I was a l so rather taken a back to f i nd myse l f  
sudde n l y  ment i oned : " The i de a  o f  the E a r t h  a s  a l i v i ng be i ng was passed 
to me many years be fore i ts current appearance -- i n  fact Pau l Screeton 
t hoi ught very l i tt l e  o f  t he i dea . " I nd e e d ,  t he Ga i a  hypo t he s i s struck me 
as e mi nent l y  se ns i b l e  whe n presented by t he l i ke s  of K i t  Ped l ar a nd I 
f i nd i t  an i nt r i gu i ng poss i bi l i t y .  As f or me ssages from u n known sou rces , 
t h i s  staple d i e t  of prophets fasc i na t e s  me ,  but I do not pu t my trust i n  
so exot i c  a nd o l d- fash i oned a sou rce a s  space peopl e .  
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SHORT REPORTS 
I MPROV I NG ONE ' S BE I NG .  AQUAR I A K  l ea d  a l l  pu b l i shers i n  books wh i c h  ����� teach u s  to l ead more f u l f i l l e d  l i ve s .  The i r  latest add i t i ons c a n  �-··�> .. �:­
best started wi t h  " The P r ac t i ce o f  Pe rsona l Transforma t i on• by St 
Kap l a n  Vi l l i ams ,  a package of se l f- th e r a pe u t i cs techni ques desi gned 
tobe l p  t he seeker r ea l i z e  h i s  or her f u l l  pot e n t i a l  < t0-99 > .  Ye can a l so 
l ea r n  f rom ou r drea ms ,  and " Vorki ng Y i t h  Dreams" , by Montague U l l ma n a nd 
Nan Z i mmerman , exp l a i ns why we c r e a t e  t hese s t range i mages and bow they 
r e l a t e  t o  our wor k i ng l i ves < t6-99 > .  " You a nd Your Aura• , by J osepb 
Ostrom, a nswers a l l  t he ques t i ons asked a bou this col oured ha l o  or 
f orce f i e l d  suppose d l y surround i ng t he body <t5-99 > ,  whi l e  " L i f e  L i nes" 
i s  P e t e r  Vest ' s  a na l ys i s  of c ha r a c t e r  a nd assessment of i nd i v i du a l  
pote n t i a l  t hrough pa l mi st r y  Ct2-50 > .  " Me d i t a t i o n :  T h e  I nner Vay" uses 
c l ea r  i nstru c t i ons and c a r e f u l l y- s e l ected e xerc i ses by Naomi H u mpbrey t o  
c r e a t e  a se l f - he l p  tool < t2-5 0 > . More demandi ng i s  " Movements of Ma g i c " , 
i n  w h i c h  Bob K l e i n  wr i t e s  on t h e  a nc i e nt art of t ' a i - c b i - c b ' uan wh i c h  
conne c t s  mi nd a nd body <t5-99 > . T w o  se l f -expl anatory books wh i c h  
areadj ucts t o  o ne a n o t h e r  are " Au t obypnos i s" by Rona l d  Shone a n d  " Se l f ­
Hypnos i s" by R . N .  Shrou t < bo t h  t2-50 > .  Vb i l e  the I C h i ng is anc i ent i t  
i s  a l so t i me l ess , so w e  h a v e  t wo n e w  l ooks i nto t h i s  C h i nese orac l e wi t b  
G r e g  Yb i ncu p ' s " Red i scove r i ng t h e  I C b i ng" ref l ec t i ng contemporary 
schol arsh i p  < t7 - 5 0 > a nd De r e k  Va l te r s '  " The A l t e r na t i ve I Cbi ng" 
i nge n i ou s l y  reconstructed < tS-99 > .  Astro l og i ca l l y  d i f ferent to the u s u a l  
sun s i gns i s  " Xoon S i gns" , whe re Sa s ba Fenton a rgues the pos i t i o n  of t h e  
moon at ou r b i r t h  a f f e c t s  o u r  deepe s t  requ i r e me nts a nd i n nermost needs 
< t3-99 > .  I f ,  howe ve r ,  

·
you w i s h  to use augury u pon crap try Xu rry Hope ' s  

" Pract i c a l  Ce l t i c Xag i c " , wh i c h  i n  d i scount i ng the bead cu l t  i s  
tanta mount to r e v i s i o n i sm w h e r e  J e ws d i d  n o t  f i gu re i n  t h e  Germany of 
the T h i rd Reicb < t5 - 99 > .  

T I MELESS V I SDOM. Arkana c on t i nu e s  t o  bu i l d u p  i t s l i brary of mi nd , 

body a nd spi r i t  books wi t h  old and new ,  very var i ed pape rbacks. I n  
" Homage t o  the Su n " , K y r i a c os C .  Ma r k i des f o l l ows o n  chron i c l i ng h i s  
i n i t i a t i on i nt o  ma n y  mys t e r i es u nder t h e  gu i dance of the teacher and 
hea l e r  Daska l os (t5-95 > .  From 1 899 comes a re photograpbed repr i nt of the 
c l ass i c  • Egypt i an R e l i g i o n• by t he sc ho l a r l y  E . A .  Va l l i s Budge <t4-95 > ,  
whi l e  a 1 2 t h  centu r y  bi ogra phy o f  Mer l i n  cont a i n i ng a comp l e te system o f  

ma g i ca l and spi r i t u a l  deve l o p me n t  i s  g i ve n  a n  e d i ted Eng l i s h  trans l a t i o n 
and commentary in R . J .  S t e wa r t ' s  " Th e  Mys t i c  L i f e  of Mer l i n . • A l so wor t h  
c hec k i ng out are f o u r  nove l s  pu b l i s hed by A r k a n a  because the i mpri nt 
seeme d  r i gh t  to f i l l  t he ga p whe r e  t h e  esote r i c  d i me n s i on current l y  
l acks muc h  such ma t er i a l . Most t r ad i t i ona l i s  Xoyra Ca ldecott ' s  
" Et he l dreda , • b u t  you c a n  a l so cons i d e r  L i z  Greene ' s  " The P u ppe t 
Maste r , • Z ' e v  B e n  S h i mo n  Hal e v i ' s  " Th e  Ano i n t ed" and Arthur Vers l u i s '  
" Te l os .  • 

Re f er e nces : 
" Bi g  Secret s" by W i l l i a m  Poundstone <Corgi > .  
N . X . H .  1 / 8 / 8 7 .  

< > < >  From Page 1 4 .  

" Th e  Cho k i n g  Doberman" b y  J a n  Har o l d  Bru nvand < Norton ) . 

#I E D I TOR ' s  pos t scr i pt : B u r t o n- o n-Tre n t  reade r Pau l Smi t h  sent u s  
c ut t i ngs f rom v a ri ou s  i ss u e s  o f  t he " Bu rton Ma i l " a nd " Burton 
Adve rt i se r •  whi c h  had r e ports o n  readers' l e t te r s  a bout the twerps who 
got p u b l i c i t y  i n  N . M. E . They h e l d  a pu b l i c  me et i ng i n  Burton Town Ha l l  
o n  Septembe r 2 and n o t  surpr i s i ng l y t he y  came u nder host i l e  f i re f rom 
you ng peo p l e  who we re n ot c o n v i nced by t he i r  argu me n t s .  

NORTHERN EARTH MYSTER I ES .  J ou rna l of Northern Earth Myst e r i es Grou p .  t l  

s i ng l e  c opy ; t2-50 f o r  3 i ssues . Orders paya b l e  t o  Northern E a r t h  
Myst e r i e s .  From 1 03 Dernys h i re Lane , N o r t o n  Lee s ,  Shef f i e l d ,  S 8  9 E N .  
Sou th Yorks h i re .  No . 33 . Under n e w  edi torsh i p .  Long di ssertat i on on 
t he Ya n t l e y  Drago n ;  Burton l a y ;  myste r i es o f  3 a l i gned E .  R i di ng 
churche s ;  mee t i ngs , book revi ews ,  l e t te r s ,  mi sc e l l a ny and so on . 

F . L . S .  NEYS . News l e t t e r  of t he Fol k l ore Soc i e t y .  B i -annu a l l y . t2 su b t o  
non- me mbe rs . F r o m  1 8  Ambe r l e y  Grove , Add i sc ombe , Surre y ,  C R O  6 H D .  H o .  
5 .  Steve Roud on l ore of st amps < I ,  too , be l i eved i t  d i srespect f u l  t o  
pu t the stamp u ps i de down > a nd l e t t e r s  <and a l so t h a t  i t  w a s  i gnorant t o  
wr i t e  a n  addres s  i n  r e d  i nk > ; 1 9 1 4  repr i nt of suggest i ons t o  c o l l ect ors 
of f o l k l ore ; mermaid ta l e s  and hoax o f  the 1 9 t h  cent u r y ;  p l u s  F o l k l ore 
Soc i e ty and other e ve nt s ,  l i brary news a nd so o n .  

T H E  L E Y  HUNTER . Premi e r  e a r t h  myst e r i es ma g .  S u b  3 i ssues p l u s  
supp l e me n t  t5 ; U . S .  1 5  d o l l ar s .  From P . O .  Box 5 ,  Brecon , Powys , Ya l e s .  
N o .  1 03 .  I n terna t i ona l f l avour wi th E t h i o p i a n  mega l i t hs ,  J a pa nese 
a l i gnment s ,  A me r i ca n  myst e r y  l i ghts , Be l g i a n  ho l y  hi l l  a l i gnment s ;  a 
l a nded s pacecra f t  i n  Yorksh i re ;  ghost h u n t i ng at Strata F l or iday Abee y ;  
moon wa tchi ng ; a nd l arge book r e v i e w  and reade r s '  l e t t ers sect i ons . 

FORTEAN T I MES.  Foremost Fortean j ou r na l . S i ng l e  copy t l - 7 5 ;  4 i ss u e s  t7 ; 
U . S . 12 dol l ar s .  From 96 Ma nsf i e l d  Road , London , NY3 2 H X .  No . 4 8 .  
Usu a l  round - u p  of o f f be a t  happe n i ng s ,  i nc l ud i ng ye t i  phot o ,  s l e e p  
at tacks and Doe Sh i e l s  " b l asphe my .  • Fea t u res cover a J a pa ne se a l i e n  i n  a 
ho l l ow boat , oppos i t i on to sc i e n t i f i c  propaganda , i mages observed i n  
e y e s ,  Yi l l i a m R u f u s '  dea t h  a s  mu rde r ,  sac r i f i c e  o r  acc i de nt , and na t u ra l 
rej uvenat i on in o l d  age . Col u mns by respected researchers p l u s  l e t t ers 
and re vi e ws .  

PEiDRAGO N .  J ou rna l  o f  Pendragon Soc i e t y .  Arthu r i a n  su bj ect ma t t e r .  
De ta i l s  f rom 42 Burgh l e y  Road , St A ndrews ,  Br i st o l , BS6 5BH . No . 7 1 .  
� ! de-rang i ng art i c l es o n  Gra i l  t he me .  

ANOMALY . J ou r na l o f  record for t he Assoc i at i on f o r  t he Sc i e n t i f c  Study 
o f  Ano ma l ou s  Phenomena . B i -annua l .  t3- 6 0  to non-membe rs . From 65 
Amersha m  Road , H i gh Yycombe , Buc ks . , HP 1 3  5AA . Ho . 3.  Psyc h i c  quest i n g  
to the fore , wi t h  A ndy Col l i ns on t wo swords d i scovered a f t e r  a dream, 
and " Eye of F i reN pa rt i c i pant ' s  su pport i ve comme nts a nd a separate ca l l  
for ou t s i de i nvest i ga t i on i nt o  the c l a i ms .  Two other reports record t he 
see mi ng paranor ma l  l i nkage of sea l e d  me t a l  r i ng s  at a me e t i n g  i n  t he 
U . S .  Assess me nt of whe t he r  He l e n  Duncan was capa b l e  of ma n i f e s t i ng 
peo p l e  from the dead in phys i ca l form and t he edi t or on a seance he 
a t t e nded whe re she spoke t o  her mot he r .  Xau r i ce Grosse on the physi ca l  
pro b l e ms  t he superna t u r a l  poses . L e t t e r s .  

TOUCHSTONE .  Surrey Ea rt h Myst r i e s Group ma g . Su b t2 f o r  4 i ssue s .  
Cheques pa ya b l e  t o  J .  Godda rd , 2 5  A l be r t  Road , Add l est one , Yeybr i dge , 
Surre y .  H o l ds mont h l y  me e t i ng s .  N o .  1 3 .  Expe r i me nt s  at l i f t i ng peop l e  
wi th f i nge r t i ps and poss i b l e  such u sage at Baa l beck ; Yave r l e y  A bbey a nd 
Yi l l i a m  Cobbe t t ' s c h i l dhood a l i e n  b i g  cat s i ght i ng < c .  1 7 6 7 > Dragon 
Proj ect mee t i ng .  No . 1 4 .  F i e l d  t r i p t o  Mother L u d l a m ' s hol d ;  K i ngston 

Green f a i r ;  London Ear t h  Myst e r i es C i r c l e  t a l ks .  
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STONEHENGE V I EWPO I NT .  Archae o l ogy , astronomy , geol ogyand re l ated 
scienc e s ,  Bi-mont h l yon ne wsprint .  U . K .  age nt : L?C . Smit h ,  16 Sol stice 
Rise , Amesbury, Wi l t s . , SP4 7NQ .  Rat e  for 8 issues 1 5  dol l ars . N o .  73 . 
Editor Dona l d  Cyr on subl iminal messages to be read in pat t erns of l ace ; 
possi b l e  American indians ' point of vie w  in epigraphic researc h ;  
Art hur ' s bat t l e s ;  Dark Ages specu l atio n .  P l us catal ogueof books for sa l e  
each issue . N o .  7 4 . Vailian canopy theory in " The Crystal Vei l "  b y  Cyr 
on woven patterns <al so 75-77 ) ;  Dark Age s ;  Bob Forrest continues his 
trashing of Ve l ikovsky <conc l uded 7 5 ) . No . 75 . G l oria Far l e y c l arifies 
points regarding I ndian carvings mixed with O l d  Wor l d  e pigraphic 
inscriptions . Col orado ogam expedidtion <al so 76 with p l e nt y  of what 
G l y n  Dani e l ·  cal l e d  gastroarchae o l ogy to his subsequent e mbarrassmen't , 
and 77 rejecting " forgery" hypot hesis > .  N o .  76 . Exce l l e nt account by 
J ohn B. White of the effect his and Gara l d  Hawkins ' book " Stonehenge 
Decoded" had on t he Estab l ishme nt ; P . M .  Hughes speculates o n  King 
Art hur ; L . K .  Be l l  on Bib l ical c hrono l ogy . No . 77 . How to write ogam and 
ogam tartan discussion ; ancient metrol ogy . 

SOURCE. Publ ishes l ocal and regional studies a l ong with news of 
surviving ho l y  wa l l s ,  discussion of the l ore , historyand t o pography of 
we l l s  and items on al l ied t opics .  Sub for 3 

issues t2 - 7 0 .  Payment to Xark Val e ntine , 
1 09 Oak Tree Road , Bit terne Park , Southamp t on , 
Hant s .  

N o .  6 studies o f  we l l s  i n  Yorkshire , Hampshire , 
Shropshire , Warwickshire ; Poundst ock; St With­
burga; Lake l and we l l  wa l kin g ;  and St A l bans 
we l l  hunt . No . 7 .  Studies of we l l s in Count y  
Durham, Yorkshire , Shropshire , Hant s . , Cambs . ; 
ghost l y  goings on in Cornwal l ;  coupl e  of inter­
esting urban l egends in a piece on wishing we l l s ;  
psychic questing ; notes and querie s ,  l e t ters and 
revie ws . 

"Very runny-now wllh 
them back a&alnl" 

XAGON I A . I ndependent journal devot e d  to t he broad examination of 
anoma l ous phe nomena and t heir interaction wit h  socie ty and t he 
individual .  Quarter l y .  Sub t3 ;  U . S .  8 d o l lars ; c heques payabl e to J ohn 
Rimme r ,  J ohn Dee Cottage , Xor t l ake Churchyard , London SW 1 4  8HB. No . 25 . 
Exc e l l e nt artic l e  on he l icopter myt hol ogy ; ear t h l ights debat e ;  val ue or 
otherwise of UFO statistics .  N o .  26 . Artic l es cover such t opics as 
habitat under siege from t he wi l derness <fireba l l s ,  witche s ,  
pol tergeis t s ,  phantom at tackers > ;  an overview of Cracoe Fe l l  affair and 
its exposure ; and the effec t s  of ma gn etic f l uctuations on humans. Bot h 
issues have outstanding book reviews and t h oughtfu l l e t t ers . I n  one of 
the freshest approaches to t he UFO phenomenon in a l ong time , Martin 
Kot t meyer puts forward an imagination-based t heatre paradigm as a 
possi b l e  and p l ausibl e  expl anation ;  it' s we l l  argued and I l ook forward 
t o  his ful l version in a fort hcoming book from Fortean Tome s .  Anot her 
" so l ution" is provided by Steuart Campbe l l  with his astro- mirage 
hypot hesis ; thought- provoking but t oo narrow. P l us Peter Rogerson with 
new ang l e s  on haunted houses and the usual features . 

NORTHERN UFO HEWS. 1987 sub is t5- 4 0  <6 issues )  payab l e  to NUFON <t2-70 
t o  end of year ) . From 37 Heathbank Road , Chead l e  Heat h ,  Stockport , 
Cheshire , SK3 OUP. No . 1 2 4 .  Wor l d  War I mystery l ights in Devon .  
I nvestigations include a bizarre We l sh case wit h  UFO f l ap ,  Fatima- l ike 
bizarre sun effects,  po l t ergeist and unsee n  large animal c l awing at a 
door . No . 1 2 5 .  Psychic questing before Armageddon ,  Aet herius Socie ty 
and extraterrestrial fishme n  defeat ed p l us usual f eatures .  

contributors 
X I CHAEL GOSS. Probabl y  best known for his book " The Evidence for 
Phantom Hitch-Hikers" , an in-de pth study which sees wider ramifications 
t o  urban be l ief tal es , is a free l ance writer specia l izing in t he 
paranorma l .  He l ives in Essex and is an active member of ASSAP . 

N I GEL PENN ICK. He has l ong be en a prodigious producer of magazine s ,  
book l e t s  and books , t hreate ning wor l d  forestry second o n l y  t o  acid rain . 
Trained as a scie ntist , he researched marine micro-organisms for 15 
years and has l ec tured on geomancy , l abyrint hs ,  runes and underground 
railways before many organizations and c o l l eges in Brit ain . Living in 
Cambridge , he is one of t he most promi nent authorites on ancie nt and 
modern mysterie s ,  Nort hern European geomanc y ,  a rune master, practising 
gaomant and traditional symbolic craftsma n .  

AHDY ROBERTS. He is no stranger to F . F .  and his interests are a 
questioning ufo l ogy and the Fortean/modern folkl oric axis. He is author 
of " Catf l a ps" , a study of recent northern a l ie n  big cat sightings , edits 
UFO Brigantia from his West Yorkshire home and contribut ed t o  Fortean 
Tome s '  " UFOs 1947- 1987 . "  

PAUL SCREETON .  Became special features writer for the Mail , Hart l e poo l , 
ear l ier this year and his roving commi ssion most recent l y  t ook him to 
Berneray , in the Out er Hebrides, on a special assignment . Professional l y  
h e  specia lises i n  trave l writing , environme ntal artic l e s and critical 
l ooks at rail way ma t t ers . In his spare time he is writing a book for 
Fortean Tome s ,  is an avid reader and combines his hobbies of 
ferroequinol ogy and a l a- tasting by researching whil st hogging a seat in 
Seat on Carew' s Stat io n  Hot e l . 

AMSKAYA. News l e t t er of t he STAR Fe l l owshi p .  Q. Sub t2 . Payabl e t o  J .  
Goddard , 2 5  A l bert Road , Add l estone , We ybridge , Surre y ,  K T 1 5  2PX.  N o .  
5 .  What STAR Fe l l�wship was/is ; Hummadruz ; Martian pyramids ; l e t te r  
Phi l ip Rodgers wrot e  me w h e n  I edited THE L E Y  HUNTER ; J onat han Swift ' s  
fl ying saucer. No . 6 .  How amskaya translates as " l it t l e  star" from a 
Tony Wedd artic l e ;  UFO bases on Earth c l aims ; phot ocopies of t wo UFO 
artic l e s  from national Pres s .  No . 7 .  The l at e  Tony Wedd on frost 
prot ection apparatus received by contact with space peopl e ;  free e nergy . 
devices investigators; edit orial on Whit l ey Strie ber ;  notes and news .  

UFO BR I GA NT I A .  J ournal of t he Vest Yorkshire UFO Group . Bi-mont h l y .  Sub 
t5- 5 0  for 6 issues ;  sing l e  copies 90p.  Cheques payab l e  to Mart i n  
Dag l ass , 1 9  Be l l mount Garde ns , Braml e y ,  Leeds . No . 25 . l ain J ohnstona 
be l ieves t hat secret inve nt ors were responsi b l e  for the scareship f l aps ; 
David Cl arke on phant o m  airships of V. W. I ;  a Bradford Me n in B l ack 
experience or c ompl ex hal l ucination ; editor Andy Roberts on Derek C. 
Samson' s l oony t e l e phone U . F . O . Line which manage s t o  spuriousl y  l i nk 
UFOs and A I DS ;  and J e nny rand l e s on a "hoax" photograph and YUFOS 
goings- o n .  Ho . 27 . Rendl esham revisited - was it a pioneer from of 
Stea l t h  aircraft which crashed? I ndependent UFO Net work for me d  for 
Yorkshire ; eart h l ights reviews , brief reports and l e tt ers . 
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I#### Even as we t yped u p  o u r  copy f or this i ss u e  we came across more 
cross-c orrespondences .  #### 

SEX AND DRUGS AHD ROCK ' H ' ROLL . Fol l owi ng f r o m  o u r  cover t h e me , Wha t ' s  
1 ... -.-- -- -.- .. - · -· , ... .. Bre wi ng < No v .  1 987 > reported on an a ward-wi nni ng 
f����? mi cro-brewery,  P i t f i e l d ,  wh i c h  u s e d  the j o i nt 

promot i on i nvi t a t i on card depicted to l a u nc h  the 
l atest a l bu m  by Dark Star . Maybe more t han coi n­
c i de nce , bu t P i t f i e l d ' s bre wery was f or me r l y  
u se d  t o  manu fac t u re l ea t h e r  bondage wear for the 
A me r i ca n  gay market and P i t f i e l d ' s pre v i ous f or­
ay i nt o  bot t l i ng be er f or mu s i c i ans was Becki e ' s  
Brew for f e ma l e  voca l i st Bec k i e  Bondage < who was 
on t he c over of The Shama n ,  No . 8 ,  of c o u rse > .  

I NTO TH I N  A I R .  On page 3 we had a c ou p l e  of 
Pete rborough p i l ot stor i e s .  The f i l es have re­
l eased another f rom 2 / 4 / 87 , whe re t he aero­
obsessed c o l u mn i st re f l ects t hat du r i ng a Tener­
i fe baggage hand l e rs ' d i spu te a n  Air Europe 

f l i gh t ' s  passengers heard t he gree t i ng :  " �e l come a board . Th i s  is Capta i n  
L i ght n i ng a n d  I ' m  very sorry abou t t h e  st r i ke . " 

TERRORP I N. On page 7 came a new versi on of t he pe t ' s  orde a l  - usu a l l y  a 
cat u nder a veh i c l e  bonnet over a l ong di stanc e  or in a spi n dr i e r .  Bu t 
h e re ' s a t a l e  of another t e rra p i n .  Su pposed l y  it su rvi ved be i ng washed 
down a s i nk ,  swi r l ed mi l e s t hrough dra i ns and pu mped i nt o  a sewage works 
a t  Braml e y ,  Su r re y .  Su re l y  it wou l d  not f i t  a s i nk pl ugho l e  and if i t  
was f l u shed down a t o i l e t w e  are i n  Ame r i can a l l i gators down se we rs 
t e rr i t or y  <Su n ,  1 7 / 1 1 / 8 7 ) .  

CH I PS OFF NEV BLOCKS. I n  F . F .  5 we featu red r u mours of peopl e deposi ted 
in concrete . Two Lat v i ans staged a prot est aga i nst Russ i a n occu pa t i on of 
t he i r  c ou ntry by se t t i ng t he i r  l egs in b l ocks of concrete . Fr i e nds st ood 
t he pa i r  ou t s i de the Sov i e t  Embassy in Wash i ngton u nt i l  t he y  we re 
c h i ppe d l oose and arrested <Su n ,  2 0 / 1 1 / 87 > . 

N O R T H E R N  L I G H T S  

BR I TAIN' S LEAI> I NG EARTH MYSTER IES 
PUBL I SH I NG HOUSE 

HAVE PLEASURE I N  OFFER I NG NEW WORKS ON THE SUBJ ECTS OF 

GEOMANCY - FOLKLORE - ESOTER I C  TRAD I T I ON 

T i t l e s  ava i l ab l e  and f orthcomi ng i nc l u de vol u me s  on 
The Ce l t i c  Head Cu l t  i n  the Ca l de r  Va l l ey 

The Vise Me n o f  Gotham - a para l l e l  tradi t i on t o  Robi n  Hood 
Bi zarre geomant i c  act i vi t i e s  in a Cotswo l ds Va l l ey 

Ley-Centres a n� Terrestr i a l  E f f i g i e s  
a n d  mu ch more . . . .  

For c u rrent bookl i st send s . a . e .  t o :  
NORTHERN L I GHTS , 

P .  0 .  Box 1 1 3 ,  
Du nni ngto n ,  

YORK. Y O l  5 J V .  


